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specialauctionservices.com 


Express Toys 14 May 

The Dave Robinson Toy Collection 27 May 
Fine Toys for the Collector 30 July 



A selection from The Dave Robinson Diecast and Tinplate Toy Collection 

Our Express Toy sale on 14 May includes a large and impressive 7,000-piece VE Day Parade 
of new toy soldier figures and vehicles to commemorate the 70* anniversary of VE Day on 8 
May; it will also include a great wealth of modem issues, including white metal. The huge and 
eclectic diecast, tinplate and plastic toy collection of the weU-known and respected MSMC 
member Dave Robinson will be sold on 27 May. It includes diverse vehicle and aircraft 
models from the UK, Germany , France, Italy, Israel, Denmark, Spain, Portugal, Belgium, 
Holland, USA and South American countries. Our Fine Toys for the Collector sale on 30 July 
already includes two good tinplate toy collections, as well as top-quality white metal racing and 
sports cars, mostiy from St Martins Models. We are now taking in toy, train and figure 
consignments for our sales from May to July. These auctions offer buyers rarities as well as a 
huge range of affordable toys and trains, with estimates from £50 upwards. 


To consign now, for further information on our regular sales or to get a valuation please contact 
Hugo Marsh or Bob Leggett +44 (0)1635 580595 or hugo@specialauctionservices.com 


81 Greenham Business Park, Newbury RG19 6HW 
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■ AUCTION PREVIEW 


GETTING 
THE CHOP 



Action Man Judo Outift could sell for 
as much as £20,000 at Vectis Auctions. 


A collection belonging to 
an ex Palitoy sales rep has 
uncovered some incredible 
finds, including a piece dubbed 
the ‘holy grail’ of Action Man 
collectables. 88-year-old Doug 
Carpenter had previously 
worked at the company until 
the 1980s and had no idea the 
toys he was keeping in his loft 
could potentially be worth 
thousands. 

One of the most incredible 
finds is a rare Action Man 
Judo Outfit that could sell for 
as much as £20,000, when it 
goes under the hammer at 
Vectis Auctions. Many Action 
Man experts thought the Judo 
Outfit may never have existed 
because it’s considered to be 
so rare and they hardly ever 


appear for sale. 

The collection also 
includes clothing 
for the Battle of 
Britain pilot. Royal 
Hussar, Commando 
and Deep Sea Diver. 

What’s more the Judo 
Outfit isn’t the only 
sporting item and the 
auction, which is expected 
to take place in May or June, 
also includes Liverpool and 
Everton football strips, an 
Olympic Champion and Grand 
Prix racing car. Thankfully 
though, despite being kept in 
the loft and attic for decades, 
the condition of the items is 
superb, with many coming 
straight from the trade boxes 
kept by Doug. 


Found in a loft, the Judo Outfit 
could be worth thousands. 

Kathy Taylor from Vectis 
said: “There has been 

considerable interest already 
and a fever is building up for 
it. A lot of the value is down to 
the packaging and these are 
very scarce because they’re 
in shop stock condition.” ■ 


m AUCTION PREVIEW 

THE BEST IN 
SHOW AT LSK 


OLIVER Leggett of Lacy, 
Scott & Knight Auctions 
has been in touch to let us 
know about a couple of very 
interesting sales in May and 
November. 

The Bury St Edmunds- 
based auctioneer has 
recently taken in a 
collection of around 800 
diecast models, including 
many pre-War Dinky 
examples, plus several 
promotional and rare 
releases. 

"The collection has 
been consigned from 
a local collector who 
has been collecting for 
approximately 20 years," 
explained Oliver. 


"The items have been 
purchased from various 
auctions and toy fairs, along 
with eBay and other sources. 
The collector always pursued 
the best items he could and 
covered many an area in 
the toy world. However, his 
focuses centred around Dinky, 
Corgi, Matchbox, Britains and 
Budgie Toys. His first ever 
model was the Corgi Toys No. 
261 James Bond Aston Martin 
in gold." 

Some of the items in the 16th 
May sale include the highly 
sought after Dinky Toys No. 
920 Guy Delivery Van with the 
superb Heinz Ketchup bottle 
livery, which is estimated 
at £2,000 to £3,000; a Dinky 


Toys Leyland Octopus 
in dark blue and yellow, 
which is pegged at £1,800 
to £2,000; a Dinky Toys 
Gift Set No. 124 'Holiday' 
that is expected to sell for 
between £1,000 and £1,400 
and a pre-War 'Crawfords' 
Type One Delivery Van, 
£800 to £1,000. Aside from 
the Dinky diecast, there 
is also a very rare Corgi 
Toys 'Jensens' Austin 7 
Mini Saloon with original 
labelled box. 

These are certainly set to 
be two sales to watch and 
we're hopefully catching 
up with Oliver in the next 
issue to get more inside info 
about the auctions. ■ 
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■ AUCTION REPORT 

PAY AND DISPLAY 

Two Matchbox shop display units among the top lots at Sheffield Auction Gallery. 


A selection of 



MORE than 98% of the 
lots in Sheffield Auction 
Gallery’s Specialist 

Collectable Toys Auction 
were sold in February’s 
sale, with a total hammer 
price of more than 
£40,000. Top billing went 
to a three-inch scale live 
steam model of a Charles 
Burrell Traction Engine, 
which sold for £3,600 plus 
commission. 

Paperwork for the engine 
suggested it had been 
started in the 1980s and 
only minor work was left to 
complete, including fitting 
a valve for the waterlifter, 
ashtray, whistle costing 
and name plaque - all of 
which were included. 

Another interesting lot 
was a 1962 Matchbox tiered 


wooden and card point of sale 
shop display unit. Finished in 
yellow with a blue back board 
showing the No. 65 Jaguar 
3.8 Sedan, the unit holds 75 
vehicles but was missing its 
Perspex cover. Perfect for 


displaying a collection or 
perhaps attracting attention 
at a swapmeet, the unit sold 
for £250 - well over the £70 to 
£100 pre-sale estimate. 

However, that wasn’t the 
only Matchbox display unit in 


the auction and it was quickly 
followed by a revolving 
example from 1967. Featuring 
a clear plastic cover with the 
words ‘Matchbox 2 Shillings’ 
across the top in red and 
yellow, this would have also 
made an eye-catching item 
for £140. 

Elsewhere an original 
boxed 1960s Alps (Japan) 
Battery Operated Television 
Spaceman Robot doubled its 
low estimate to make £400. 
The robot had a walking 
action, spinning eyes, 
scrolling television in chest 
and sound/light effects. 
Although the box had some 
crushing, the robot had no 
metal corrosion and retained 
its all-important antenna. 

While we’re talking 
about lots exceeding their 


estimates, a pair of LEGO 
items sold for £260 - more 
than five times the top 
pre-sale estimate. The lot 
included No. 309 Model 
of Church with Legend 
and No. 314 set including 
wheels, tyres, two links, 
turn circle, etc. with 
original insert and leafiet. 

Sheffield Auction 

Gallery’s next sale on 23rd 
April promises to be a treat 
too as it will feature two 
3.5-inch gauge live steam 
Gresley locomotives, an A4 
Silver Link and A3 Flying 
Scotsman. “It is such a 
wonder to offer one of these 
iconic designs for sale but 
to have two in the same 
sale is such a delight,” said 
John Morgan, senior valuer 
and auctioneer. ■ 


■ AUCTION REPORT 

THE ONLY WAY IS WESSEX 


A mix of Dinky, Dublo and 
007 was among the most 
sought after lots at Wessex 
Auction Rooms’ specialist 
toy auction last month. 

The latter subject provided 
two of the more interesting 
items, with a James Bond 007 
10 Movie Characters Set by 
Gilbert bagging £90, despite 
damage to the box. Gilbert 
produced a range of Bond 
items, including action toy 


sets that recreated famous 
scenes from the films, like 
the laser table in Goldfinger. 

Another neat spy-themed 
lot was a 1966 tinplate 
007 lunchbox by Aladdin 
Industries, Nashville USA. 
Bond’s lunchbox certainly got 
an outing in Casino Royale 
when Daniel Craig wore 
some very tight swimming 
trunks, however this was far 
more pleasing to the eye and 


realised an impressive £100. 
On the Dinky front, a French 
Dinky 25BV Fourgon Postal 
Peugeot D3A with ‘Postes’ 
decal in good condition sold 
for £100, a Dinky No. 968 
BBC TV Roving Eye Vehicle 
with cameraman and signal 
in very good condition and 
with a good box made £85 and 
a boxed Dinky No. 959 Foden 
Dump Truck with Bulldozer 
Blade realised £85. ■ 



This James Bond 
lunchbox by 
Aladdin Industries 
was one of 
a number of 
007- related items 
sold at Wessex 
Auction Rooms 
last month. 




OXFORD DIECAST DAVID BROWN 
TRACTOR RAF BLUE/GREY 

Release: Out now Price: £4.95 

It never ceases to amaze how much detail Oxford | 

manages to cram into these tiny N gauge models. From | 
the titchy steering wheel to the RAF logos at the front, | 
this is a definite charmer. 

» www.oxforddiecast.co.uk 



MATRIX JAGUAR D 
TYPE MICHELOTTI LE MANS 

Release Out now Price £77.99 
Matrix continues to produce some superbly 
detailed replicas, like this sleek ‘60s Jaguar, which 
is sure to go down well with fans of the marque. 
What’s more it’s limited to 400 pieces, so could be a 
sought after piece in the future. 

» www.matrixscalemodels.com 
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■ INDUSTRY NEWS 

HORNBY 
SERVES UP 
SANDWICH 


SOME sad news recently for 
Hornby’s historic Margate 
premises, as the company 
has announced that 150 of its 
staff are moving to a new site 
at Discovery Park, Sandwich. 
The Margate factory dates 
back more than 60 years, 
after being opened by Lines 
Bros in 1964. 

However, recently Hornby 
has looked to move key 
functions from the building, 
after announcing last year 


that its warehouse operation 
was moving to a new facility 
in Hersden near Canterbury. 
The moves are part of cost 
cutting measures by new 
chief executive Richard 
Ames. 

Now the company’s office- 
based operations, such as 
sales and marketing, will 
move to Sandwich in May, 
leaving a skeleton staff 
behind to run the popular 
visitor centre. ■ 



■ We are used to seeing 
Action Man figures go for 
hundreds at auctions... 
but what about the 
boxes? How much do 
you think they could be 
worth? Well the buyer 
of this Action Man Space 
Ranger Captain box thinks 
that good quality boxes 
could be worth almost as 
much as the figures they 
contain. This particular 
example sold for £177 on 
eBay and the buyer, who 
did not want to be named, 
said collectors should pay 
more attention to the 
boxes. "I'm sure some 
people will be surprised 
by the amount I paid for 
this box, but it shows 
that quality boxes are 
potentially worth money. 
People need to keep them 
in good condition, just like 
the figures." 


a ■*: 


B-T MODELS DODGE PARROT NOSE 
TIPPER HOVERINGHAM 



Release Out now Price £7.99 

You’ve got our sister publication Diecast Collector to 
thank for this release. After running an article about 
Hoveringham trucks, B-T Models was so taken with a 
Code 3 example, it has now provided an official release. 

» www.ayrey.co.uk 



Read about a toy shop 
abandoned for more than 
five years on page 1 6. 
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After 60 years, it looks like 
the end is in sight for 
Hornby's Margate premises. 




» SALUTE 2015 


An area of toy soldier collecting that's growing almost exponentially 
over the past few years, is the rise of wargaming toy figures for 
games like Bolt Action, Infinity and Dropzone Commander. If 
you're into wargaming then the best and biggest one-day event 
in the UK is Salute, organsied by the South London Warlords. The 
aim for the show is to provide the best showcase with lots of UK 
and international traders, demonstration/participation games, 
as well as the renowned painting competition... which is sure to 
cause some painting envy. Tickets are now on sale from www. 
salute.co.uk and cost £10 in advance or £15 on the day. Under 
16s are free with a paying adult. Salute 2015 takes play on 25th 
April from 10am until 5pm at Excel in London. We'll see you there! 


» STOLEN COLLECTABLES 


Norfolk Police are appealing for information regarding a burglary 
that took place in Ludham between 18th and 25th February. 
Stolen during the burglary was a collection of various collectables, 
including original comic books. Corgi Toys and diecast trains. 
Norfolk Police are keen to hear about anyone looking to sell or 
enquiring aboutthe price of the following: a collection of Matchbox 
cars in a travelling case, two pressed tin locomotive trains in green, 
yellow and red livery from the 1950s and measuring seven-inches 
long. Corgi Toys including a Batmobile in a yellow/blue box and 
30 other various Corgi items. PC David Mills said: "The persons 
selling may have no previous knowledge or experience with the 
collection. The enquiries may be predominantly in the county of 
Norfolk but obviously the suspect could contact any dealer or 
interested party within the UK." Anyone with information should 
contact PC David Mills on millsd@norfolk.pnn.police.uk or DC 
Riki Chase on chaser@norfolk.pnn.police.uk 


» SINK OR SWIM 


A Bing live steam tinplate Naval Gunboat made in Germany circa 
1910 is expected to be the top lot at C&T Auctions' April sale, 
with an estimate of £4,000 to £6,000. The boat has a grey hull 
over dark grey keel, with brown deck, four funnels, two masts 
with armoured crows nest and flags, four lifeboats, eight small 
revolving gun turrets (one loose) and two larger revolving gun 
turrets on toward and stern. Fitted with a horizontal burner and 
with a diamond logo plus the letters 'GBN' and 'Bavaria', the ship 
is in excellent original condition, measuring a whopping 82cm 
long! Hope you've got room on your mantle piece. 


» A NEED FOR SPEED 


With the Formula One season now underway, it's clearly an 
appropriate time for LEGO to launch its new Speed Champions 
sets. In collaboration with Ferrari, McLaren and Porsche, LEGO 
has created seven sets, including the Scuderia Ferrari truck with 
the F14 T racing car, a McLaren Mercedes pit stop, a Porsche set 
with a start and finish line, as well as four vehicle sets with GT and 
Road Cars including the LaFerrari, a Ferrari 458 Italia GT2, the 
McLaren PI and the Porsche 918 Spyder. Ranging from £12.99 
to £79.99 the sets are sure to go down well with LEGO fans and 
Formula One enthusiasts alike. 


» FORMULA FOR SUCCESS 


On the subject of Formula One, Scalextric has created one of 
its biggest ever tracks, as commissioned by Sky Sports FI expert 
Martin Brundle. The massive 9m by 9m track is made from features 
of all the 20 circuits on this season's FIA Formula One World 
Championship calendar, such as the Monaco swimming pool, the 
Silverstone wing and more. What's more, this incredible track will 
be available to buy from www.scalextric.com for around £1 ,000. 












■ AUCTION REPORT 


GERMAN 

ENGINEERING 



YOU’VE got to hand it to the 
Germans, throughout the 
20th century they produced 
some of the best tinplate 
toys around. With the likes 
of Schuco and Marklin, 
Germany really was the 
market leader in tinplate... 
before it was arguably 
taken over by Japan with 
its fancy tinplate robots 
and flying saucers. 

An example of 
Germany’s super eye for 
detail was demonstrated 
in the February Bourne 
Collective Sale at Golding 
Young & Mawer, with a mid 
20th century JNF Mercedes 
W196F racing car flnished 
in silver with a painted 
tartan interior, which sold 
for £140. JNF (also known 
as Josef Neuhierl of Fiirth) 


was part of a group of 
German manufacturers 
in the ‘50s that produced 
great tinplate motor 
cars. JNF started out, 
like so many German 
toy manufacturers, in 
Nuremberg in the 1920s 
but moved to Fiirth in 
1934. It mainly produced 
cars, racing cars, trucks 
and planes. However, in 
the 1970s it switched to 
making race car tracks and 
created the Carrera Track. 
Production of tinplate toys 
was abandoned in 1974 and 
JNF changed its named 
to Carrera Toys. Now 
Carrera has become one 
of the key names in slot 
car manufacturing but it's 
interesting to see how it 
started out. ■ 


■ AUCTION REPORT 

VECTIS 

STRIKES BACK 


The Craig Stevens 3 3/4" Palitoy Star Wars Collection realises £71 ,376. 





Craig's collection of Star Wars figures has featured some incedibly rare and some very high quality 
items. This really is the top end of Star Wars collecting. 


LAST issue we reported on 
the Craig Stevens Star Wars 
collection, which was being 
sold at Vectis Auctions. 
Craig had been an avid Star 
Wars collector for decades 
and even helped to run the 
fan club during the 1990s. 
However, the decision to buy 
a house meant that he was 
being forced (pun intended) 
to sell his incredible action 
flgure collection over the 
course of two auctions. 

The previous sale was 
dominated by an £18,000 
Boba Fett flgure, however 
that wasn’t the only highlight 
in Craig’s collection and part 
two featured 15 more lots, 
which raised a staggering 
£29,580... ensuring the entire 
selection of Star Wars items 
raised a whopping £71,376, 
just under the top £75,000 
estimate. 

Top among the second sale 



Empire Strikes Back FX-7. 



Bespin Security Guard. 


was a Palitoy Star Wars The 
Empire Strikes Back IG- 
88 (Bounty Hunter) in near 
mint to mint condition, which 
realised £4,200 (including 


commission). The flgure was 
on a 30B un-punched card 
back and still featured the 
original price sticker saying: 
“D.J.’s Toys 1.40P”... so a nice 
little profit on that original 
price, eh? 

Other intergalactic treats 
included a Palitoy Star Wars 
The Empire Strikes Back 
Bespin Security Guard 
(white) on a 30A un-punched 
card (£3,240), Palitoy Star 
Wars The Empire Strikes 
Back FX-7 on a 30 A un- 
puched card (£2,760) and a 
Palitoy Star Wars The Empire 
Strikes Back Han Solo 
(Bespin Outfit) on a 30B un- 
punched car (£2,400). 

With the new Star Wars 
film due in cinemas later 
this year, it'll be interesting 
to see if prices continue to 
rise, as interest grows in the 
franchise. Although prices 
are pretty high already! ■ 




MINICHAMPS OPEL GT 1900 

Release Out now Price £109.99 
Minichamps has a reputation for 
making outstanding replicas and, 
judging by this new release, you can 
see why. The green finish is applied 
perfectly and the interior even features 
leather seats. It’s limited to 600 pieces, 
so this one might sell out quickly! 

» www.minichamps.com 



SCHLEICH 
DC COMICS 
JUSTICE LEAGUE 
Release Out now 
Price £7.99 
Schleich is a name 
that’s normally associated 
with figures of dinosaurs 
or animals, however it’s 
recently moved into the action flgure market - 
although the ‘action’ is limited to the dynamic 
poses. Schleich’s new Justice League range 
includes famous superheroes like Superman, 
Batman and The Flash. 

» www.schleich-s.com 



NECA DELUXE ACTION 
FIGURE 1966 ROBIN 

Release 30th March Price £99.99 
Yes, it may not be 
particularly cheap but the 
detail on this Robin figure 
is absolutely fantastic. 

Made to a 1/4 scale, 
this 17-inch tall replica 
comes with a fabric cape, 
six interchangeable hands, 
Batarang and communicator. 
An absolute must for any fans 
of the ’66 live action show. 

» www.necaonline.com 
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I Boxed Corgi - A selection of stock 


207M Standard Vanguard. Lemon. VNM. 

£280 

Boxed Dinky - A selection of stock 


n 

60 

Fordson Power Major Tractor 


208 

Jaguar. White. VNM. 

£225 

39BU Oldsmobile Tan/Cream. 




Blue Scarce Red wheels 

£450 

209 

Riley Pathfinder Police. VNM. 

£175 


Black wheels. VNM. 

£925 1 

66 

Massey Ferguson 165 Tractor 


210S Citroen DS19 Red. 

£170 

: 39eu Chrysler Export Yellow/Red 


1 


Red-Grey 

£225 

214S Ford Thunderbird Open 



Blue axles. NM. 

£1395 1 

67 

Ford 5000 Super Major Tractor 



Red/Yellow. VNM 

£165 

102 

MG Midget. Green/Cream. UB. VNM. £185 1 


Blue-Grey VNM. 

£210 

216 

Austin A40 Two tone Blue VNM. 

£185 

104 

Aston Martin Blue. VNM. 

£250 

109 

Pennyburn Workmans Trailer. 


219 

Plymouth Sports Suburban. 


105 

Triumph TR2 Lemon/Green VNM 

£275 


Yellow-Blue 

£95 


Tan/Cream. 

£170 

106 

Austin Atlantic . Blue/Red VNM. 

£250 

1 150S VanwallFI RN25RedVNM. 

£195 

221 

ChevroletTaxi. Yellow. VNM. 

£160 

140 

Morris 1100. Blue. VNM. 

£95 

154 

Ferrari Racing Car RN36 Red. 

£70 

223 

Chevrolet Police. Black. VNM 

£175 

151 

Triumph 1800. Blue. VNM. 

£175 

200 

Ford Consul. Grey-Brown. 

£175 

224 

Bentley. Two tone Green. VNM. 

£175 

152 

Austin Devon. Blue. NM. 

£170 

202 

Morris Cowley Blue/Duck 


224 

Bentley. Black/Silver. 

£175 

161 

Austin Somerset. Red/Yellow. 


1 


Egg Shell Exc Plus 

£225 

226 

Morris Mini Metallic Plum. VNM. 

£145 


Shop stock. 

£625 1 

205 

Riley Pathfinder. Red. NM 

£175 

228 

Volvo 1800. Tan. 

£150 

261 

Post Office Van. Dark 


1 

1 205M Riley Pathfinder. Dk Blue 

£225 

230 

Mercedes Benz 230SE. Red. VNM. 

£120 


Green/Black. UB. 

£120 1 

206 

Hillman Husky. Tan. NM. 

£145 

239 

VW 1500 Metallic Gold Scarce. 

£375 

283 

BOAC Coach. Rare Spun whis. NM 

£595 1 

206 

Hillman Husky. Metallic 


247 

Mercedes Pullman. Metallic Plum. 

£225 

NEXT MONTH FEATURED COMMERCIALS 


1 


Blue/Silver. VNM. 

£250 
















207 

Standard Vanguard. Red/Duck 


1 Excellent stock of Corgi, Spot-On and other makes. This is just a small selection of Corgi cars and 

1 


Eggshell. VNM. 

£180 

1 Dinky stock available. Please contact with your wants. Discounts offered on multi purchase. | 

1 1 

THIS IS A SMALL SELECTION, MANY OTHER DINKY, CORGI, TEKNO, SPOT-ON & PATHFINDER MAY BE VIEWED ON THE WEBSITE I 

1 Models Mint and boxed unless stated. For full condition report call Phil 07973 563476 or visit www.diecastgems.com | 



EDINBURGH VINTAGE TOYS 

(David Kidd) 

www.edinburghviiitagetoys.co.uk 

I BUY and SELL quality Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, 
Hornby Dublo and modem diecast (all conditions 
considered). Top cash prices paid, ff you want to ADD 
to or SELL your COLLECTION please call me or just 
send me an email. 


Tel: 01506 415 337 Mob: 07851 979667 
Email: davidkidd20@live.co.uk 


£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££ 


Uedo, Matchbox, Corgi, Old Dinky, EFE, Brooklin, 
Conrad, Lion, Hornby, Scalextric, Britains, Solido, NZG, 
Tekno, Ty Beanie Babies, boxed, railway, etc. 

★ LARGE SURPLUS STOCKS A SPECIALITY ★ 

Tel: 07702 046795 

Email: jonathan@bargainworldleeds.co.uk 

Can collect anywhere in the world within 48 hours! 

Send us a list or call our hotlines now! 

THE LEEDS MODEL CENTRE 

SEND LISTS TO: 11 Stonefield, Scarcroft, Leeds LS14 SAB 
OPEN NOW: New mega store in Huddersfield Pack Horse Centre 


£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££ 


Model Railway 
Supplier New & 
second Hand 
Bought & Sold 


Pooleys Puffers 

llwav _ - — 



Proprietor 

DAVID POOLE 


382a Jedburgh Court, Team Valley Trading Estate, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear. NE1 1 OBQ 
Mon - Thurs - 10am - 5pm. Fri - Sat & Bank holidays please telephone for opening times. Sunday Closed 
Tele: 01 91 491 0202/41 06386 Mobile: 07976 51 91 78 
www.pooleyspuffers.com e-mail: pooleyspuffers@btopenworld.com 


CarSiui S and TV Toys. 

1000’S OF MODEL CAR KITS & TV MODELS 
Including AMT, Airfix, Aurora, Monogram, 
MPC, Revell, Tamiya and Slot Car spares. 

RTR, bodies, kits, sets and more. 

For Carkits/TV/Slot lists send a cheque for £5.75 
101 Kensington Road, Southend-on-Sea, 

Essex, SSI 2SY, England. Tel: 01702 615397 
e-mail: robert.dobinson@btopenworld.com 
I Cheques/P.Orders payable to R. Dobinson. | 


AlAltCWAV 

MODELS&HOBBIESLTd"^ — 

598 - 600 Attercliffe Rd, 

Sheffield S93QS 



1 200 FT OF SALES AREA 

HORNBY & SCALEXTRIC MAIN AGENT 

RAILWAYS - CONSTRUCTION KITS, DIECAST ETC. 

SECOND HAND EQUIPMENT BOUGHT & SOLD 
Phone: 0114 2449170 www.marcway.co.uk 




THIS EDITION IS A MUST FOR ANYONE WHO COLLECTS OR 
TRADES IN 1:76 SCALE DIE-CAST MODEL BUSES. THE GUIDE 
CONTAINS OPERATOR NAMES WITH FLEET AND REGISTRATION 
NUMBERS ALONG WITH FULL ROUTE DETAILS. 
FULL-COLOUR COVER, A5 SIZED PAGES Et SPIRO BOUND. J 


www.allsortsmodels.com 


EUGINAL 

MNIBUS 


ll 


^OXFORDtt 

OX76PAN001 
1/76 PLAXTON PANORAAAA 
SOUTHDOWN 

V 


Worldwide Mail Order! UK Orders over £60 Post Free. 

Subscribe to our Free Online Newsletter to receive all the up to date model information. 
E-mail: sales@modelstore.co.uk 

Call us Monday to Friday 9:30 - 4:30pm (24 hr answering service at other times) 



Tel: 01753 462795 or 0845 6806795 

Unit 108, DIVO House, 29 Belmont Road, Uxbridge, UBS IQS 


■■■■■ 

Sorry but Strictly No Visitors 





Andrew Clark Models 

COLLECTORS TOYS 


Est. 19S1 


Call: 07753804232 or 01274 594 552 
Or post a list to: 

Unit 13 Baildon Mills, 
Northgate, Baildon, Shipley, 
BD17 6JX 

West Yorkshire 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR: 

Dinky 

Corgi 

• Matchbox 

Spot - on 
Tin Plate Toys 
Britains 
Trains 

mSSim white Metal 
Minichamps 
Polistil/Burago 
Quality 1/18 Scale 
Plastic Kits (Airfix etc) 
Modern Collectables 


Many auction prices beaten 
Anything considered, will collect 
Travelling Countrywide weekly 
Large collections a speciality 
Established in 1981 
andrew@andrewclarkmodels.com 













Mercator 

deolar^ in lalersil'ing loyi 


Mercator Trading 

Buy online... 

www.mercatortrading.co.uk 


IVif it$pfP0rt itrmu’.iwVfTf.owf 


(22 



1 Faversham, Kent, MEJ3 7JB info@hobb<Knaiix^ 

™sir t:7 leenT SE^ M 

see our website or visit us to view current stocks 



Probably the best vintage figure website in the World. 

■ The uncommon figures ■ The widest range of makers 


COLLECTAKIT 

35 Chapel Ave, Addlestone, Surrey KT15 1UH 
(evenings only - we are not a shop) 

Buying and selling Obsolete Plastic Kits 
If you are not on our FREE mailing list, a large 
stamped addressed envelope will bring you our 
latest list. Alternatively ring us in the evening. We 
have also published ‘The Enthusiasts Guide to Airfix 
Models’ available only from the above address. 

01932 840766 / sales@collectakit.co.uk 





Secure online ordering 

□CORGI IfW.u 

CLASSICS MML. 

www.modelstore.co.] 

Tel: A4 f Oil 753 462795 
Email: sa lesd m ode Isto re . co , u k 


ALL RISKS COVER ^ 

FOR COLLECTABLES 

Stamps, Postcards, Coins, Diecast Models, 
Dolls Houses, Teddy Bears, etc... 

Write or Telephone for rates 

STAMP INSURANCE SERVICES 

(Dept 12CG) C G I Services Limited 29 Bowhay Lane, 
Exeter EX4 1 PE Tel: 01 392 433 949 fax: 01 392 427 632 

Authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

y^ww.stampinsurance.co.ul^ 


Exclusive 
First 
Editions 


Exclusive First Editions 

The latest Bachmann Limited Edition 


One of the latest EFE items 
produced exclusively for 
Bachmann Europe Pic is this 
London Transport Golden Jubilee 
bus. In 1983, London Transport 
celebrated its Golden Jubilee, in 
March of that year they took 
delivery of a brand new Titan, 
T747. Our model depicts T747 in 
its Jubilee livery whilst carrying 
its temporary T1983 fleet number, 
operating out of the Camberwell 
garage and working route 188 to 
Greenwich Maritime museum. 

E28823 has a recommended 
jetail price of £32.95. 


A BdL’hfnjnn I^JtiuvL 


E28823 Titan - London Transport Golden Jubilee 

To locate your nearest stockist, visit 














AUCTION REPORT 


LOCO FOR 
CO-CO 


Plus, bidders shoot it out 
for Lone Ranger collection 
at Lacy, Scott & Knight. 



Here's just one of the Co-Co locos that was sold at Lacy, Scott 
& Knight In February. 


THERE was certainly a 
wonderful mix of items 
on offer at Lacy, Scott 
& Knight’s recent Toys 
& Collectors Models 
sale, including a few 
particularly eclectic pieces 
such as a Playmobile ‘G’ 
gauge train set (which sold 
for £60). 

Before we venture 
into the more weird and 
wonderful lots, it’s worth 
picking up on a handful of 
Hornby Dublo locos that, 
appropriately considering 
the brand name, doubled 
their pre-sale estimates. 
First up was a Hornby 
Dublo 3232 Co-Co Diesel 
Locomotive, in good 
condition, complete with 
its original (scuffed box). 
With a low estimate of £45, 
the Co-Co powered its way 
to £120. 

However, this wasn’t the 
only Co-Co to set the auction 
alight, as it was followed 
by a Hornby Dublo 3-rail 
‘St Paddy’ Co-Co Diesel. 
Despite having no box and 
featuring some playwear 
mainly to the roof, this loco 
had the luck of the Irish 
and sold for £120; double 
its top estimate. The Co- 
Cos were also joined by a 
Hornby Dublo L30 Bo-Bo 


Diesel Locomotive, complete 
with box, instructions and 
guarantee, which realised 
£75. 

Elsewhere another hit 
proved to be a collection 
of Marx Toys Lone Ranger 
figures and accessories, 
including No. 7401 boxed 
Tonto figure. No. 7400 The 
Lone Ranger figure. No. 7408 
Silver Stallion Horse, No. 7409 
Scout Horse, boxed Indian 
canoe, unboxed Lone Ranger 
Stables and a small quantity 
of various accessories and 
unboxed Butch Cavendish 
figure. Estimated at £50 to 
£80, the Lone Ranger kept 
riding to £200. After the film 
in 2013 there seems to have 
been some renewed interest 
in Lone Ranger products. 


despite the fact the film 
was a commercial fiop. 

Finally, another 

successful lot that really 
took off was a Schuco 
Elektro Radiant 5600 
BOAC aircraft. The super 
tinplate aircraft has a 
complicated battery- 

powered mechanism that 
sees the engines revving up 
one by one, before it speeds 
off across the table and 
then stops. Schuco released 
several variations of the 
same plane in different 
liveries, e.g. KLM and 
Pan Am. Despite having 
some discolouration to the 
model and a repaired box, 
the Radiant soared to £190, 
more than double its low 
estimate. ■ 


AUCTION REPORT 


INTERNET 
SALE NETS 
IT IN 


OVER the past few 
years the internet has 
really revolutionised 
collecting, whether 
it’s buying items 
from eBay or talking 
about collectables on 
numerous specialist 
forums, the internet 
has certainly provided 
a huge boost to collecting. 
One area in particular 
that has been affected are 
traditional auctions, which 
now often see more people 
logging in online than 
punters in the room on sale 
day. In fact, some auctioneers 
like Cottees in Dorset hold 
internet-only sales during 
the evening, which are aimed 
at those working folk who 
may not be able to get to an 
auction during the day. 

One such internet-only 
auction took place in late 
January, with the majority 
of items being sold. There 
was an interesting mix of 
collectables from fairly 
modern model railways to 
numerous diecast examples. 

“Dinky, Corgi and Spot-On 
attracted a lot of interest,” 
said Cottees’ John Burch, 
“notably a Tri-ang Spot-On 
307 Volkswagen, which sold 
for £285 and No. 289 Morris 
Minor 1000 that sold for £230. 
Both were mint or near mint 
and boxed. 

“The auction also 



This Corgi Popeye 
Paddlewagon made £260. 

confirmed the interest in 
early boxed Wiking HO 
vehicles, as two collections 
of 13 and 12 models, sold for 
£210 and £230 respectively.” 

In the 00 railway section, 
£160 was paid for a Trafford 
Model Centre BR West 
Country ‘Swanage’ while a 
Hornby R2528 Merchant 
Navy French Line made £110. 
Both were mint and boxed. 
Elsewhere Wrenn also sold 
well, with a near mint boxed 
W3006/7 ‘Brighton Belle’ 
two car set making £230 
and a W2246 CR Blue 2-6-4T 
realising £205. 

2015 promises to be an 
exciting time for Cottees 
as it plans to move to new 
premises later this year. 
We’ll be keeping an eye on 
developments and hope to 
report from the first toy sale 
in the new building. ■ 





HORNBY R6678 LMS CRIMSON 
HORSEBOX NO. 42513 
Release Out now Price £19.99 
This horsebox was one of the surprise 
announcements at the Warley NEC 
show. Available in LMS and BR 
colours, stock is available now, despite 
only being announced relatively 
recently. Hopefully a sign of things to 
come from Hornby. 
www.hornby.com 


MORE NEW RELEASES 


• •• 


BRITAINS 1914 BRITISH INFANTRY 
PUSHING BICYCLE 

Release: Out now Price: £57.50 
The humble bicycle was often the vehicle 
of choice for Tommies in World War One 
and there’s a real sense of character 
to this piece. Plus, on closer 
inspection, it’s packed with the 
usual high level of detail we’ve 
come to expect from Britains. 

For once we’re happy to say 
‘on yer bike!’ 

» www.britain.bachmann.co.uk 


GRAHAM PARISH 
371-110 BR GREEN CLASS 
31/1 A1A-A1A DIESEL 5826 

Release Out now Price £109.95 
Graham Farish, now under the Bachmann 
umbrella, has gone back to one of its classics 
and given it a makeover. The 31/1 was one of 
the last pieces produced by Graham Farish 
before its Poole factory closed and this 
replacement eclipses it in terms of finish and 
detail. Time to update your layout! 

» www.bachmann.co.uk 



MAIL ORDER ADDRESS 
Dept DC 10/12 
39 HIGH STREET 
CHELTENHAM, GL501DX 
Shop Open Sam to 5.30pm 
Monday - Saturday 



CHELTENHAM 



SAME POSTAGE NOW 
AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE 

UK POSTAGE: 

£3.00 PER ORDER 
OVERSEAS AT COST 


TELIFHOME ORDER UHES 01242 523117 01242 234044 EM AND ANSWER M/C WHEN CIOSEO 01242 220050 


Email: sales@cheltenhammoilelcentre.co.uk 

vtfww.clieltenhammoilelcentre.com 



Producer of collectable soldiers 
and other figures 


WE ARE NOW STOCKING ALL NEW 
BRITAINS AS RELEASED, HERES A 
SELECTION OF SOME ITEM JUST 
DELIVERED...PRE ORDERS WELCOME 


JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF ALL THE NEW 
EXCITING RANGES JUST ARRIVED 



23082 1914 German Standing with Pipe £30.50 



23083 1 91 6-1 8 German 1 70 cm Minenwerfer 23084 1 91 4 British Infantry Pushing Bicycle 23085 1 91 6-1 7 British Infantry Pushing Bicycle 

with Three Infantry £159.95 £57.50 Mo.1 £45.50 


REDUCED TO CLEAR 


10019 Black Watch Colour Party £9.00 

1 0021 Black Watch Colour Party - Colour Sergeant £9.00 

1 0022 Black Watch Colour Party £9.00 

10027 Help For Heroes - Modern British Stretcher Bearer Set £25.00 

27006 British 42nd Highlander Charging No 1 £12.50 

27010 British Camel Corps Trooper Mounted Charging No.1 £35.00 

27015 Mahdist Charging with Spear No.2. £12.50 

27019 Hadendoa Charging with Sword No 1 £12.50 

27027 British 42nd Highlander Piper No.1 £1 2.50 

27029 British York and Lancaster Regiment Kneeling Loading £12.50 

27033 Mahdist Mounted On Camel Charging No.2 £35.00 


27035 British York and Lancaster Regiment Standing Loading £12.50 

27039 Hadendoa Charging with Sword £12.50 

31062 Union Cavalry Trooper Dismounted Kneeling Loading No.1 £9.00 

31100 Union 114th Pennsylvania Zouaves Officer No.1 £15.00 

31104 Union 114th Pennsylvania Zouaves Advancing atTrail No.1 .£15.00 
31193 Union 1 1 4th Pennsylvania Zouaves £1 2.50 

43063 VC CRIMEA RUSSIAN TARUTINSKIJAGERS £15.00 

43064 Tarutinski Jagers Command Set #1 £15.00 

44031 Officer, 17th Lancers 1879 £35.00 

44032 Highlander 84th Foot Royal Highland Emigrants 1779-1 784 £15.00 

44043 Trooper, 1 7th Lancers, 1 879 £29.00 


VISIT AND JOIN OUR RELAUNCHED 

ONLINE NEWSLETTER. ALSO POP OVER TO FACEBOOK AND SEARCH 
‘ AND LIKE OUR PAGE! 


FOR SALE 

Two high-quality, well illustrated, softback 
books dealing with the post-war toy output 
of Die Casting Machine Tools Ltd and what, in 
1951, became Lone Star Products Ltd formerly 
of Palmers Green, north London and Hatfield, 
Hertfordshire, UK. 

"The Bumper Book of 'Lone Star' 
Biecast Models and Toys 194B-BB" 

196 pages, 248mm (h) x 185mm (w), £19.50 
plus P&P (£24.80 to UK customers) 

"Toys that time forgot" 

156 pages 210mm (h) x 147mm (w) £16.99 
plus P&P (£21.69 to UK customers). 

Many coloured illustrations. 



• Transit rates for other countries 
given on request. 

• All overseas book orders sent by Air Mail 
• Money transfer via 'PayPal' available 


Geoff Ambridge is the son of founder Director, Sidney ]. Ambridge and 
was an employee of Lone Star Products Ltd and its subsidiary company: 
A.G.M Industries Ltd of Weiham Green near Hatfield, between 19S7-S9 


For further information please visit: 

www.lone-star-diecast-bk.com#book.html or email: lonestar_diecast@yahoo.co.uk 

or write to the author: G.S. Ambridge, 3 Northern Avenue, Polegate, East Sussex BN26 6HQ 


Vi 
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..the world in miniature 

Collectable Srtlish & European early 
20th century vintage lead miniature toys 

guirfwef@i«iputi«xid .eg.^ 


Bfrtaifis ■ JohillioQ ■ Timpp ■ Charbers ■ PWllip Segal Crescent ‘ Sacul ■ S^co - Luntoy ■ Pixyland Kew ■ Taylor & Barrett 



wwwJ i 1 1 i putworld.co.u k 


Exclusive 
First 
Editions 


i 


I Exclusive First Editions 

m The latest Bachmann Limited Edition 


The latest Bachmann-exdusive 
model from EFE is a very special 
one of a preserved Southdown 
bus. 2015 is the 100th anniversary 
of the Southdown Company and 
to celebrate, EFE have produced 
just 1040 models, each with a 
certificate in a unique Southdown 
ticket design. Depicting the 
preserved 36' Marshal bodied 
Leyland Leopard BUF 122C, the 
model is decorated in the classic 
livery, numbered 122 and shown 
working on route 18 to Brighton. 

E35308 has a recommended 
jetail price of £32.95. 


A Bachmann fVniduct 


E35308 36' BET 6 Bay Leyland Leopard - Southdown 

To locate your nearest stockist, visit 
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■ COLLECTING NEWS 


THE DIECAST 
‘BIBLE’ 


Ramsay's 15th edition available 
to pre-order from April. 



WE’VE got some 
great news for 
diecast collectors 
and dealers because 
the 15th edition of 
Ramsay’s British 

Diecast Model 

Toys Catalogue will 
be available in stores or 
direct from Warners Group 
Publications from 15th May. 
To ensure you don’t miss 
out on your copy of this 
indispensible reference, you 
can pre-order from 1st April. 

Like previous editions, this 
latest version has been fully 
updated by a team of experts 
who have scoured thousands 
of auction results over the 
past three years to ensure 
the market value prices are 
updated. What’s more, since 
the last edition, any pre- 
production pieces or unusual 


new to market variations 
have been added to ensure 
collectors can identify those 
rare pieces in their collection. 

The 15th edition is the 
best Ramsay’s ever, with 356 
pages crammed with more 
than 19,000 listings. In fact, 
a total of more than 500 new 
models have been added to 
this latest catalogue, ensuring 
it retains its reputation as the 


‘bible’ for any serious diecast 
collectors and dealers. 

As in previous editions, 
each manufacturer has been 
allocated its own section with 
models listed by their 
model numbers. Every 
model is given a Market 
Price Range (MPR). The 
price gap between the 
lower and higher figures 
indicates the likely price 
range a collector should 
expect to pay for the model. 
What’s more, brand new all- 
colour photographs have been 
included throughout to help 
collectors identify rare or 
unusual vehicles. Plus, new 
indexes for many sections 
are included in this edition, 
making it even easier for 
users to find exactly what 
they are looking for within 
this comprehensive guide. ■ 


■ COLLECTING NEWS 


DIGITAL 

DELIGHTS 

Grab yourself a bargain with back issues of 
the Collectors Gazette for just 99p! 


IN other price guide news, 
the latest digital edition 
of the Toy Collectors Price 
Guide is now available 
to download from the 
App Store and from the 
Pocketmags website. The 
quarterly digital edition 
brings together prices for 
diecast vehicles, model 
railways, TV and film 
memorabilia, plus lots more. 

Also, as an extra bonus, 
we’ve pulled out some 
features from the Collectors 
Gazette archives to give you 
an in-depth guide to some 
great collectables, like 
some of the more unusual 
Batman toys, Vanwall 
Racing Cars and the history 
of detailed Italian diecast 



kit maker Pocher. 


Plus, while we’re on the 
subject of the Collectors 
Gazette archives, did you 
know you can download 
back issues of the digital 
edition of the Gazette for 
just 99p each? That’s right, 
if you’ve ever missed an 
issue you just need to head 
to the Pocketmags website 
and take a look through the 
back issues section, then 
select your chosen issue. ■ 



A VARIETY OF REPLICA 
MEMORABILIA PACKS 

This month's exclusive reader offer gives you the chance to snap up a variety of 
repiica memorabiiia packs. 

THE packs include: 1950s household memorabilia pack; 1960s childhood memorabilia pack; Motoring 
memorabilia pack and Steam Train memorabilia pack. All include replica leaflets, catalogues and postcards 
from times gone by. ■ 


I bought a pack because 
it offers a real glimpse 
into the past with superb 
reproductions of period 
documentation and memorabilia 
that would otherwise cost a 
fortune. Worth every 
penny. Diecast Collector 
Editor, Rick Wilson 


Place your order today! Call now on 01778 392480 or visit our 
website at readeroffer.collectors-gazette.co.uk 

Free postage to the UK, an extra £2.50 will be added for European countries and £4 will be added for the rest of the world. 






MINIATURE AUTOWORLD 

WANTED! 

Cash waiting for collections of: 

• Corgi 

• Dinky 

• Britains 

• Brooklin 

• Matchbox 

• Spot^On 

• Tekno 

• Conrad/NZG 

• Scalextric 

• White Metal/Resin ^ kits or built 

• European Diecast 

• Metal Soldiers 

Large collections « small collections ^ surplus stock 

Will collect anywhere in the UK or Ireland at your convenience. 
Rest of Europe considered. 

Please telephone Andrew or send lists via post or email to: 

Andrew Sutton, Miniature Autoworld, PO Box 85, Ilfracombe, 
Devon, EX34 8ZW. 

Email: andrew@tdaniel77.fsnet.co.uk 
Phone anytime: 01271 864061 or 0751S 743152 




To ADVERTISE 
HERE W THE HEXr 
ISSUE PLEASE CALL 
CLAIRE Morris oH 

OIT73f i?ir7? 



John Worley Obsoletes 


Diecast model specialist, 
buying and selling obsolete cars 
and trains for over 25 years 

URGENTLY REQUIRED: 

Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, Minic 
Ships, Hornby, TV items and plastics. 
Collections or single items purchased. 

Top prices paid. Distance no object. 
Friendly confidential service. 

Madeira, Hunts Road, St Lawrence, 

Isle of Wight P038 IXT 
Tel: 01983 853451 or 07902 636308 
john@pitstopmodels.demon.co.uk 


Attending major toy fairs • eBay shop 


Collectors Old Toy Shop 

89 Northgate, Northbridge, Halifax HXl IXF 



One of the best stocked shops 
of old toys in the world 

DINKY, CORGI, HORNBY, MATCHBOX, TIN TOYS, 
MONEY BOXES, TV RELATED ETC. 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR YOUR OLD TOYS 
01422 360434 * 822148 • 824932 

Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 1 0.30 - 4.30 


Email: collectorsoldtoy@aol.com 
www.collectorsoldtoyshop.com 


FINE TOYS 

Wednesday 17 June 2015 
Oxford 


ENQUIRIES 

+44 (0) 20 8963 2839 
leigh.gotch@bonhams.com 

CATALOGUES 

+44 (0) 1666 502 200 



Closing date for entries 

Monday 27 April 

BING C/W TINPLATE FOUR-SEAT 
TOURER, CIRCA 1904 

27.5cm (10 3/4in) long 

£5,000 - 8,000 


Bonhams 


bonhams.com/toys 








■ BOOK REVIEW 

MORE VINTAGE 
YEARS OF 
AIRFIX BOX ART 



Crowood has just published 
a wonderful follow-up to 
Roy Cross’s superb The 
Vintage Years of Airfix, 
featuring all-manner of 
incredible artwork from 
the boxes of plastic kits 
like the Ford 3-litre GT 
Racer and, our personal 
favourite, the Toyota 
2000GT from You Only 
Live Twice. 

Roy Cross, just in case 
you’re not aware, was the 
principle artist for Airfix 
during the 1960s and 
70s. During that time he 
created some of the most 
iconic images of Airfix’s 
famous kits, which were 
then used for advertising 
and the box art. A selection 
of Roy’s artwork was sold 
at Vectis last year, so the 
book is a great opportunity 
to gaze lovingly at these 
delightful drawings for 
those who missed out on 
owning an original. 

Roy recalls how he had 
seen the original bagged 
Airfix kits in Woolworth’s 
and knew he could draw 
better. He approached 
Airfix with a showcase of 
his work and the rest, as 
they say, is history. This 
book actually includes 
some of those early 
illustrations Roy drew 
before working for Airfix. 


Elsewhere Roy gives some 
insight into the background of 
his Airfix illustrations, along 
with behind-the-scenes info 
about the models themselves. 
As such, it’s a valuable 
resource for Airfix fans. ■ 


» More Vintage Years of 
Airfix Box Art is available in 
book stores, priced £35 or 
you can order it direct from 
the publisher www.crowood. 
com 


■ AUCTION REPORT 


WRENN 
SCORES IN 
RUGBY 



Vectis' Benn Hall auction proves a success 
for Wrenn collectors. 


IF you’re a fan of Wrenn then 
Vectis’ Train & Toy Sale at the 
Benn Hall in Rugby would 
have certainly been a treat 
as there were plenty of mint 
locomotives and coaches up 
for grabs. 

One in particular - a Wrenn 
W2303 4-6-2 locomotive 

and tender Streamlined 
Coronation Class ‘City of 
Bristol’ LMS black No. 6237 
- certainly caused a stir, as 
it more than doubled its low 
estimate to make £1,300, 
based on an estimate of 
£600 to £800. Described as 
near mint to mint and in an 
excellent to excellent plus 
box, the loco also included 
instructions. 

In fact. Coronation Class 
locos appeared to be the 
order of the day, as a couple 
of others also exceeded their 
estimates. A Wrenn W2301 
4-6-2 locomotive and tender 
Streamlined Coronation Class 


‘Queen Elizabeth’ LMS blue 
No. 6221, also in near mint to 
mint condition sold for £640 
(£240 above its top estimate). 

It was followed by a Wrenn 
W2302 4-6-2 locomotive 

and tender Streamlined 
Coronation Class ‘King 
George VI’ LMS maroon No. 
6244, again in near mint to 
mint condition, which realised 
£640 (once again, £240 above 
the top pre-sale estimate). 

Finally, an interesting 
Wrenn piece was a prototype 
model of a 4-4-2 ‘Adams 
Radial’ Tank in LSWR green, 
unpowered No. 52. This was 
a white metal kit that had 
been professionally built 
and painted, although it was 
only fully detailed on the left 
hand side so it could be used 
in photographic advertising 
in volume two of the Wrenn 
catalogue. It sold for £340, 
more than triple its low 
estimate. ■ 
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Landscape paintings of Johann Ludwig Bleuler 
and current photographs 

Special exhibition, 18 April 2015 - 11 October 2015 


Toy Worlds 
Museum Basle 


Spielzeug Welten Museum Basel | Museum, Shop and Restaurant, daily from 10 until 18 
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CARRIAGE and PACKING extra. Stocks are constantly changing 
Let us know your specific requirements. 
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Catalogues from auctioneers office or 
online from 13th March 

1 7 Northgate, Newark, Nott NG24 1 EX 
• Tel: (01 636) 605905 Fax: (01 636) 61 2607 
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Sale of 20th Century toys, 
trains models, dolls, and 
related juvenilia including: 

Hornby Dublo trains, rolling stock, 
track, lineside buildings etc tin plate 
clockwork trains '0' gouge railway 
rolling stock, Momod steam toys. 
Dinky and Corgi toys, tractors and 
form toys boxed. Corgi heavy goods 
haulage toys. Model magazines, 
Airfix kits, Scolextric, other children's 
magazines and comics. Early 20th 
Century dolls, doll houses, toy proms 
etc plus 0 large collection of 'Take 
That' memorabilia. 
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Archives 

Rob Burman gets shaken and stirred by some classic James Bond imagery. 


NEW SERIES EXCLUSIVE 

TO COLLECTORS GAZETTE! 


A long with the Batmobile, one of 
Corgi’s most iconic diecast vehicles 
from the world of TV and film is the 
superb James Bond Aston Martin 
DBS. In fact, it’s so impressive, 
Corgi has recently re-released the replica to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 
original and it’s quickly sold out. 



However, the DBS isn’t the only James Bond- 
inspired vehicle that Corgi released and from the 
1960s it consistently looked to the popular 007 films 
for inspiration, including The Spy Who Loved Me, 
You Only Live Twice and For Your Eyes Only. Of 
course. Corgi was keen to promote its growing super 
spy range and Bond regularly featured in catalogues 
with some particularly memorable artwork. 



By 1978 the Bond range had expanded again, this time 
to include vehicles from Roger Moore's latest outing 
in The Spy Who Loved Me. The quotes from Bond are 
great: "It's a good job my Lotus is ingeniously equipped 
for underwater missions." It is a good job 007! 




Talking of super catalogue covers, take a look 
at this brilliant entry from 1966 - which saw 
the introduction of the DBS. The bandit being 
catapulted out of the passenger as shocked 
onlookers pass by is fantastic. 


"Corgi have done the impossible!" boasts the same 
1966 catalogue. "A working model of the James Bond 
Aston Martin. Only Corgi could do it - a fabulous 
working model 007's famous Aston Martin DBS, the 
'star' of Goldfinger and Thunderball." 


— r 


n=r 



Here's the cover from the same 1978 catalogue, 
recreating the famous scene when Bond speeds 
off the jetty and into the water, chased by 
Stromberg's Jet Ranger helicopter. Why can't 
catalogues be like this anymore? 


During our dig through the Corgi part of 
the Hornby Archive we found numerous 
catalogues featuring Bond cars and a couple, 
as you can see, also included some super front 
cover artwork featuring the world’s favourite 
SMERSH-busting hero. So, for this month’s 
exploration of vintage information, we’re 
concentrating on 007 collectables. CG 


Skip forward to 1969 now and Corgi is still 
highlighting the DBS and Toyota 2000. Although 
this time there's a handy little diagram to 
show how the rockets can be fired in different 
directions from the Toyota. 
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trove 


Rob Burman uncovers a wealth of 
collectables in an abandoned toy shop. 



MAIN IMAGE It's amazing to think that up until 
five years ago, this was actually how the shop was 
being operated. The top right picture is the front 
of the shop where customers would pop in to ask 
for toys before Dorothy would scuttle off. 



SHEET 


+ "I'LL JUST POP IN 
THE BACK..." 

One customer told us how 
he and some friends 
decided to buy a model 
Harrier Jump Jet for a 
friend. One Saturday he 
travelled to Liverpool, 
Chester, Wrexham and 
Rhyl looking for such a 
model but was told that 
stocks were hard to come 
by. However, while passing 
the Frank Beech toy shop, 
he thought it might be 
worth a try. Upon asking 
for an Airfix Harrier, 
Dorothy quickly replied: 
"Do you want the GR1 A 
or the GR3, I'm afraid 
we've sold out of the 
GR1." 


f you’re a fan of historical 
fiction, then you’ll often 
come across tales of 
treasure hunters who 
brave ancient tombs to 
find rare gems or dive to the 
depths of the ocean to uncover 
sunken gold in treacherous 
shipwrecks. In some ways 
collectors are very much like 
the daring adventurers of 
fiction, although there’s a bit 
of a difference between an 
early morning car boot and 
an abandoned Aztec temple. 

However, recently we 
came close to experiencing 
the thrill of being an explorer 
after getting a call from 
Vectis Auctions. “Would you 
like to see an abandoned 
toy shop from the 1940s?” 
came the call. To say we 
dropped everything is a slight 
understatement and within a 
couple of days we were on 
the road to Holywell in North 


Wales to take a look round the 
Frank Beech toy shop, which 
turned out to be one of the 
most impressive hauls of toys 
we’ve ever seen. 

The beginnings of the 
shop and how it came into 
its present state are a little 
confusing and there are 
numerous tales from local 
folk about its history. One of 
the most common elements is 
that in the 1940s Frank Beech 
opened a photography shop 
in the building so the people 
of Holywell could have their 
wedding photographs, etc. 
developed. 

However, this is where 
things get a little murky. Local 
historian Bryan Taylor told us 
that Frank Beech was joined 
by his daughter, Dorothy 
Richardson who opened the toy 
shop part of the establishment. 
However, there’s a little 
confusion as to whether 


Dorothy ran the shop with her 
brother or husband. One of 
the most consistent stories is 
that Dorothy and her husband, 
Stanley, ran the shop together 
until his death. Dorothy then 
tried to run the store on her 
own but five years ago decided 
that enough was enough and 
shut everything up. Now the 
contents of the shop have been 
cleared by Vectis and will be 
sold in a future auction (or 
two... or three). 

The amazing thing is that 
since the door was closed in 
2009 the shop has remained in 
the exact condition it was on 
that day... and that condition 
was, to put it politely, an 
absolute bombsite. Each room 
was packed pretty much to 
the ceiling with boxes of toys 
from the 1960s to the early 
2000s. In some areas we were 
told the only thing holding up 
the structure of the building 


was the amount of toys piled 
up against a wall. At one point, 
our guide showed us what 
looked like a heap of toys 
but explained that actually it 
was a stair well filled up with 
boxes and, sure enough, when 
we went downstairs we saw 
toys tumbling out the bottom 
of the stairwell. 

Incredibly though, despite 
the shop being in this shocking 
condition, it was operating 
up until the day it closed. 
“She knew where absolutely 
everything was,” historian 
Bryan told us. “You could go 
in and ask for a particular 
toy and she would potter off 
upstairs somewhere and come 
back with it in a few minutes. 
Sometimes, if she wasn’t quite 
sure about the location, she 
would ask people to come back 
in the following day and, sure 
enough, it would be waiting 
for them on the counter. 


Lil it h- 
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ABOVE It was amazing that even though there was some evidence of rodents, 
they hadn't nibbled all the cardboard on potentially valuable items like this. 

LEFT If this was a television programme, we wouldn't have believed it but among 
all the junk was a box of 96 mint Star Wars Return of the Jedi figures. 




FAR LEFT There was 
seemingly something to see 
in every pile. Here you can 
just spot a potentially valuable 
Knight Rider toy. 

LEFT An Airfix Colditz Glider 
was one of the highlights seen 
in one room. Surprisingly it 
was in great condition. 


RIGHT Boxes of loose toy 
soldiers were a very common 
sight, such as these Airfix 
soldiers. Others included 
Herald and Crescent. 



“However, people never 
actually went inside the rest 
of the shop, so we had no idea 
about the amount of stock in 
there. We knew there was a 
lot but not the amount we’ve 
seen being brought out by the 
auctioneer. Throughout the 
1960s and 70s she was doing 
a roaring trade but I think 


that from the ‘80s onwards 
she began to buy more stock 
than she could sell because 
people’s tastes in toys started 
to change. 

“It’s a real shame to see it 
in the state it is now because 


during its heyday it had 
some wonderful window 
displays. I remember seeing 
impressive displays from Tri- 
ang. Meccano and LEGO, so 
Dorothy certainly had some 
good contacts and the shop 
had a fantastic reputation 
among manufacturers. Even 
if she didn’t have it in stock. 


she could always put a call 
into the supplier and have it 
within a couple of days.” 

From looking round the 
shop, it certainly looks like 
things tended to tail off for 
Dorothy in the late 1970s, 


as many of the toys left in 
the shop were from this 
period. So, for example, one 
room was pretty much lined 
with shelves of Fisher Price 
products from the early ‘80s 
that she simply hadn’t been 
able to sell. 

However, dotted among 
some of the less valuable 


toys were absolute gems. In 
one room seemingly full of 
empty boxes damaged by 
water leaking through the 
roof, we opened one box to 
discover 96 mint on card 
Star Wars Return of the Jedi 


action figures. Although not 
the mega rare Palitoy figures 
from the original Star Wars, 
some of these individual 
figures can still be worth up 
to £100... and Vectis found 
SEVEN similar Star Wars 
trade boxes. 

Other highlights included 
mint trade boxes of Action 
Man figures and accessories 
from the 1960s and ‘70s, 
along with Raleigh bicycles 
that were still wrapped in 
plastic, Subbuteo teams and 
Tri-ang pedal cars. And that’s 
really just scratching the 
surface because there were 
hundreds, if not thousands of 
individual toys found inside 
the store. 

“I think that towards the 
end Dorothy was stock rich 
but cash poor,” explains 
Bryan. “I certainly don’t think 
she realised that some of the 
toys might be collectable 


Since it closed in 2009, the shop has remained in the exact 
condition it was on that day... and that condition was, 
to put it politely, an absolute bombsite. Each room was 
packed pretty much to the ceiling with boxes of toys. 




now and that people 
might pay a lot for them. 
She was probably just 
remembering what she 
paid for them decades 
ago and thinking they 
would be worth that... or 
even less!” 

Now, of course, old 
toys are big business 
and Vectis will be selling 
some of the shop contents 
across several upcoming 
auctions and there’s 
certainly a lot of it. 
During our trip there had 
already been seven van 
loads and the shop was 
probably more than half 
full. It’ll be interesting 
to see what other gems 
were among the empty 
boxes and we’ll be 
following the progress 
of this collection very 
closely over the coming 
months. CG 


WfiMlWBiliBii 




Collectors Gazette • April 2015 » www.ccofgb.co.uk 


18 


Kitmaster 

railways 

Mark Nolan remembers the train kits that broke the mould. 




SHEET 


There are a surprising 
number of unmade kits still 
available through the usual 
collectable channels. Some 
of the most popular 
survivors command high 
prices, including the Beyer 
Garratt (£100), the Blue 
Pullman restaurant car 
(£35) and any locos not 
continued by Airfix 
(£50-70). Coaches come in 
around £20-25. There are 
also a couple of 
presentation sets which 
command high prices. They 
are '100 Years of British 
Steam' consisting of 
Rocket, Duchess of 
Gloucester and the Stirling 
Single, released in 1959. 
The Battle of Britain set 
from 1960 includes Biggin 
Hill and three matching Mk 
1 coaches. 


LEFT TO RIGHT The illustration of the Diesel Electric Shunter from the kit instructions; adverts from the 1961 
Carnages catalogue show the motorising units, TT and OO coaches, plus the Royal Scot and the Evening Star. 


K itmaster was 

actually an offshoot 
of another company 
called Rosebud, 
so its full title is 
Rosebud Kitmaster. The 
Rosebud company was 
started by a man called 
Thomas Eric Smith, although 
he was always known as 
T Eric Smith. His family 
had prior experience of toy 
manufacture, and he became 
responsible for the family 
business at the early age 
of 15 due to the death of his 
father. Smith and his loyal 
workers started making 
dolls after the Second World 
War from his factory in 
Raunds, a small market town 
in Northamptonshire. The 
company was then known as 
Rosebud Dolls, responsible 
for a huge number of toys 
being produced in a frankly 
austere UK, which was 
still recovering from the 


economic hardships caused 
by the war. 

Like many companies who 
had invested in new plastic 
injection moulding machines. 
Rosebud also produced 
many other household items 
including combs, beach 
balls, buckets and a range of 


‘Neneware’ kitchenware. 

Rosebud Kitmaster was 
formed in 1958 to manufacture 
model kits of railway locos 
and carriages. This was partly 
to make use of spare capacity, 
as well as meeting a growing 
demand for accurate railway 
kits. As such, the company 
was far ahead of its time 


with the first complete ready 
to run plastic construction 
kits for the railway modeller. 
The Kitmaster range nicely 
complemented the Airfix 
rolling stock series which 
followed, making for an almost 
seamless amalgamation of the 
two later on. 


THE RANGE 

The range consisted of kits 
of locomotives and carriages, 
but did not extend to wagons, 
buildings or small accessories 
like those produced by Airfix. 
Production started in 1959 
with the avowed intention of 
producing a new kit every 
month. A full page advert 


in the April 1959 Meccano 
Magazine announced ‘At last! 
Plastic Scale Model Railway 
Kits. Authentic Models 
with Moving Parts. Can be 
used on 00 and HO Gauge 
Tracks.’ Each kit included 
instructions, a colour leafiet, 
transfers and a tube of plastic 


cement. The models depicted 
were Stephenson’s Rocket, an 
0-6-0 diesel electric shunter, 
an early American ‘General’ 
loco and a Southern 4-4-0 
Schools Class ‘Harrow’ loco. 
The company also boasted: “A 
fresh, new model is coming 
out every month”. 

Of note were the Deltic 


The range consisted of kits of locomotives and carriages, 
but did not extend to wagons, buildings or small 
accessories like those produced by Airfix. 
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LEFT This scenic 
view shows how 
good the models 
can look when 
carefully assembled 
and painted. 


BELOW The box 
artwork for the 
units comprising 
the Blue Pullman 
shows the Power 
Car (of which 
two would be 
required), the 
Parlour Car and 
the Kitchen Car. 


This advert from the Meccano 
Magazine shows the Rocket, 
diesel shunter, American 
'General' and Schools class 
"Harrow", announcing "A 
fresh, new model is coming out 
every month". 


The trade publication Games 
and Toys magazine from 1959 
announces the new range of 
plastic scale model railway kits 
planned by Rosebud Kitmaster 
and shows the Rocket and the 
Duchess of Gloucester. 


KitRiaster 

RAILWAY 

m 


RIGHT When Kitmaster sold out to Airfix, steps were taken to clear a large 
amount of unsold stock, resulting in this distinctive ad from a Shredded 
Wheat cereal packet. The offer is the Deltic diesel or Evening Star loco 
down from 10/6 to 5/11, and the BR dining car and corridor/ brake coach; 
the pair worth 16/- were available for 8/9d including postage. All purchases 
included postage and required two yellow 'Z' tokens and a postal order for 
the exact amount 



GET THESE WOfftEHRIL BARGAINS NOW! 



in original blue livery, the 
‘Duchess of Gloucester’ 
Coronation class and a 
standard BR Mogul 76000 
class 2-6-0 in black. A 
spectacular Beyer Garratt 
loco described as ‘ex London 
Midland region’ topped the 
bill, along with a Stirling 
single and an ex L&Y 0-4-0 
saddle tank at the other end 
of the scale. The other UK 
locos were a Battle of Britain 
pacific, a GWR City of Truro, 
a 9F 2-10-0 ‘Evening Star’ and 
a J94 0-6-0 saddle tank. Not 
forgetting the power car for 
the Blue Pullman, of which 
more later. 

The continental locos 
included a Swiss ‘Crocodile’, 
a French 241P ‘Mountain’; 
a German ‘Baureihe’ Class 
23 and New York Central 
‘Hudson’, which was unusual 
as it was scaled to HO. 

Kitmaster also got into 
TT gauge which was then 


being promoted by Tri-ang 
as a space saving alternative 
to 00. The TT range was 
spearheaded with a rebuilt 
‘Royal Scot’. The rest of 
the range consisted of four 
coaches each available in BR 
maroon or SR green. 

So, with no wagons, 
accessories or lineside 
buildings, this was a very 
focussed range consisting 
exclusively of locos and 
coaching stock in 00 and TT. 

HO AND OO CONFUSION 

We have often seen continental 
manufacturers like Trix, 
Lima and Jouef (Playcraft) 
make the mistake of trying to 
sell British outline models in 
HO scale to the UK market. 
Although HO and 00 run 
on the same track, 00 is 
noticeably larger and they just 
don’t mix. Rosebud Kitmaster 
made the same mistake the 
other way round; it fixed on 


a universal 00 scale, with 
the result that its continental 
models looked much too large 
next to their HO brethren. 
British railway enthusiasts 
are famously blinkered about 
‘foreign’ trains so there was 
little interest in continental 
outline in the UK. The foreign 
models must have been aimed 
at the overseas market, but 
as the kits were out of scale, 
they did not sell that well. 
Consequently the development 
costs of many of those kits 
were never recouped. 

THE MODELS IN DETAIL 

Prototypes such as the Deltic 
and the Blue Pullman were at 
the absolute cutting edge of 
rail technology, and Kitmaster 
was obviously infiuenced 
by these developments. The 
Deities were making waves 
on the East Coast Main 
Line, replacing the famous 
record breaking Gresley A4 


Two versions of Biggin Hill; the top picture shows the original 
Kitmaster artwork while the lower version is the later Airfix 
picture which has a more contemporary look. 


steam express locos. The 
Blue Pullmans were luxury 
express diesel multiple units 
(DMU) running from London 
to Manchester, which in some 
ways presaged the highly 
successful and still current 
125 High Speed Trains 
introduced from 1976. The 
Deltic was later modelled 
by Hornby Dublo, while Tri- 
ang produced its own Blue 
Pullman. However, Tri-ang 
never made a kitchen car 
for its set, so that particular 
coach was always highly 
sought after. Kitmaster fans 
also claim that Rosebud made 
a better job than Tri-ang of 
capturing the lines of the 
distinctive front end of the 
Blue Pullman. 

Small locos like the Pug, 
the J94 saddle tank and the 
diesel shunter would have 
been chosen to fill gaps at the 
bread and butter end of the 
proprietary market, while the 
large express locos such as 
the 9F, Battle of Britain and 
Duchess (Coronation) were 
catering for the glamour 
element. As for the Beyer 
Garratt, that was just a 
bonkers choice; only seen by 
a few enthusiasts in a specific 
part of the UK, it was always 
an odd design to have been 
adopted, both in real life and 
in model form. But that was all 
part of the charm of Kitmaster. 

MOTORISATION 

Kitmaster was all too aware 
how our minds work; with the 
price of a kit being in shillings 
and a ready to run loco in 
pounds, it wouldn’t be long 
before any self respecting 
modeller would be pondering 
the possibility of motorising 
the loco kits, or more simply, 
a wagon, to drive a dummy 
loco. Kitmaster therefore 
produced two motorising 


kits to help enthusiasts 
realise their dreams. 
KMl was a ‘Coach 
Electric Motor Bogie’ 
at 27/6d while KM2 was 
described as an ‘electric 
motorized box wagon’ to 
be used with Kitmaster 
freight engines. This 
cost 35/- and came in 
the form of a complete 
wagon. Various 

motorising kits were 
also offered by outside 
manufacturers. 

SALE TO AIRFIX 

Although Kitmaster 
succeeded in producing 
34 models over the 
following three-year 
period, bringing out 
so many new kits was 
an expensive process. 
While concentrating 
on producing the 
models, marketing and 
distribution costs were 
also high, and cash fiow 
suffered. Eventually 
Kitmaster was forced 
to admit that its 
business model was not 
sustainable. In 1962 the 
tools and existing stocks 
were sold to the obvious 
suitor; Airfix. 

Airfix set about 
disposing of surplus 
kits, many through a 
promotion on the back of 
Shredded Wheat cereal 
packets. It also modified 
and re-introduced many 
of the loco kits, however 
the coaches and the 
continental locos were 
never re-introduced. 
A testament to their 
integrity and quality 
is that some of the 
locomotive kits are still 
available today from 
Dapol, and it is still 
using the same tools. CG 
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Paul Lumsdom charts the history of Meccano Aeroplane Constructor outfits. 



MAIN IMAGE A trio of No. 
0 Seaplanes including (left) a 
later variant from 1938 with 
civil markings. 



SHEET 


+ AUCTION PRICES 

If you're interested in 
picking up some of the 
Meccano Constructor 
Aeroplanes for yourself, 
then you might need some 
deep pockets. In January a 
No. 2 Outfit that had been 
expertly restored sold at 
Vectis Auctions for £240. It 
was complete in its original 
box. And it's not just the 
sets themselves that are 
desirable too because 2013 
saw a Meccano card 
advertising sign depicting 
one of the planes sell for 
£150. This would have 
made a fantastic display 
piece for a room. 


nyone who read 
my articles about 
the Meccano 
Motor Car 

Constructor 
outfits, published in Collectors 
Gazette last year, will know 
that I am a huge fan of all the 
Constructor Series that were 
produced by Frank Hornby’s 
Binns Road factory and its 
overseas factory in Bobigny 
near Paris during the 1930s. 
Being an avid aviation 
enthusiast as well, I was 
particularly keen to follow 
up my previous articles 
with a similar review of the 
Aeroplane Constructor outfits 
and so I am delighted to offer 
a new two part series of these 
wonderful construction toys. 

During the 1920s Meccano 
Ltd had enjoyed huge 
success with its all-metal 
construction kits that brought 


miniature engineering and 
design creativity to literally 
millions of boys (and girls) 
around the world. But like 
all good businesses, Frank 
Hornby and his management 
team were constantly aware 
of the need to innovate and 


through troubled times 
including a global depression 
and the lead up to the Second 
World War, the Meccano 
Constructor Series kits were 
hugely successful in their 
day, but have become perhaps 
even more successful today 


announced to the world in 
the October 1931 edition of 
Meccano Magazine. The No. 
1 and 2 outfits were rushed 
into production in time for 
Christmas 1931 (perhaps 
before they were fully 
developed as improvements 


The Constructor Series retained all the positive creative 
play aspects of Meccano but added a degree of more 
realism and is now a highly prized collectable. 


diversify into new areas. 

In my opinion, one of the 
finest results of the product 
development programme, 
was the Constructor Series. 
It retained all the positive 
creative play aspects of 
Meccano but added a degree 
of more realism. While only 
produced for a decade, and 


as highly prized collectables 
commanding prices at auction 
that run into many hundreds 
of pounds (even thousands) 
for good examples and rarer 
variations. 

NO. 1 AND NO. 2 OUTFITS 

The very first Aeroplane 
Constructor outfits were 


were quickly introduced the 
following year). 

The No. 1 outfit featured 
special interchangeable parts 
to construct six different 
types of aircraft. The No. 
2 outfit was a much larger 
set featuring all the parts 
from the No. 1 but with 
additional pieces including 
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LEFT This 
immaculate 
and 

complete 
boxed 1931 
No. 1 set 
is really 
scarce and 
extremely 
collectable. 
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ABOVE Two models from a 2S set clearly show 
additional parts and moving control surfaces that were 
unique to these sets. 


white. 

Despite its relative 
simplicity the No. 0 outfit 
still offered the opportunity 
to build a range of different 
aircraft including high 
and low wing monoplanes, 
seaplanes and biplanes. It 
was well received and was 
followed in August 1935 
by the No. 00 outfit. This 
further cheapened the set 
by dispensing with the fioats 
and offering only wheeled 
undercarriage options. At 
launch the No. 00 outfit was 
priced at just 3s 3d (16.5p). 

In 1938 the No. 0 outfit was 
updated with a new colour 
pattern available in red and 
white and blue and white. 
In 1940, in keeping with the 
times, further additional 
schemes were added. The 
No. 0 was offered in Coastal 
Command Grey (Service 
Grey) with RAF roundels 
and a pilot figure in brown. 
The No. 00 was offered in 
green and brown camouflage 
scheme, again with RAF 
roundels but with no pilot 
figure. 

NO. 1S AND NO. 2S 
OUTFITS 

The December 1933 Meccano 
Magazine announced the 
introduction of two brand 
new outfits. Although based 
on the No. 1 and No. 2 outfits, 
these were much larger 
‘Special’ sets offering a 
greater degree of realism 
and allowing a wider range 
of models to be built from a 
single-engine monoplane to a 
trimotor biplane airliner. 

The ‘S’ outfits included 
new radial engine nacelles, 
moving elevators, rudder and 
ailerons, an enclosed cockpit 
canopy part and variations 
of interplane struts for the 
biplanes. The front fuselage 


parts of the ‘S’ outfits 
were also longer than 
those of the standard 
sets and had different 
hole spacing so they 
were not compatible 
with the standard parts. 
New colour schemes 
were introduced for 
the ‘S’ outfits which 
now offered a choice 
of red and cream, 
blue and white, and 
green and cream. Each 
outfit included a very 
comprehensive set 
of instructions which 
covered, not only how 
to build the many 
variants of models, but 
also a full section of 
the theory of flight and 
control of an aeroplane. 
At introduction a No. 
IS was priced at 16s 
(80p) and a No.2S at 25s 
(£1.25). 

CIVIL MARKINGS 

In 1938 the Aeroplane 
Constructor outfits 
were updated to include 
civilian registration 
markings for the wings 
and fuselage sides. This 
was applied across all 
the sets including 0, 00, 
1,2, IS and 2S. In part two 
of this article I will cover 
the various accessories 
that were produced 
for the Aeroplane 
Constructor outfits, 
plus the sets produced 
by Binns Road for 
export markets, French 
produced sets and the 
sets that were announced 
but that sadly never 
made it to production as 
war forced production to 
cease. This will include a 
unique photograph of an 
Aeroplane Constructor 
model that never was! CG 


ABOVE Strenghtening fluting on the upper fuselage ABOVE No. 2 Seaplane (left) and a part No. 2 mixed 
parts can be clearly seen on these No. 2 (left) and No. 1 with No. 2S freelance Seaplane from 1934. 

Biplanes. Note the flat tinplate wings on early modes. 


No. 0 and No. 00 Biplanes in the three colour schemes produced for the UK 


ABOVE From 1934, here you can see 
market. A charming trio of models. 

fioats, three cast engines and 
engine nacelles, plus parts to 
increase the wingspan and 
fuselage length. The standard 
colour scheme for both outfits 
reflected the typical interwar 
military schemes, being 
overall silver with navy blue 
contrast trim, plus red, white 
and blue RAF roundels for 
the wings and fuselage. 

It is worth noting that the 
Aeroplane Constructor parts 
were completely different 
to standard Meccano with 
large fabricated metal wings 
and fuselage. In fact the only 
common/interchangeable 
parts between the new Aero 
outfits and standard Meccano 
were the 5/32” dome head 
bolts and square nuts used to 
hold the parts together. 

Early No. 1 and No. 2 
outfits can be distinguished 
from later production by 


the smooth tinplate fuselage 
and fiat tinplate plate 
wings. As early as February 
1932 Meccano announced 
improvements by introducing 
longitudinal fluting to 
improve the strength of the 
upper fuselage. In February 
1932 a No. 1 outfit was priced 
at 9s (45p) and a No. 2 outfit at 
16s 6d (82.5p). 

In May 1932 further 
improvements were 

announced with the 
introduction of a cambered 
wing section, which not only 
offered greater strength over 
the early fiat plate wings, 
but also looked far more 
realistic too. At the same 
time a smaller wheel was 
also introduced along with 
wheel spats and the colour 
scheme was amended to all 
over silver with red upper 
fuselage and wingtips. 


NO. 0 AND NO. 00 
OUTFITS 

Despite the success of the 
No. 1 and No. 2 outfits the 
management at Binns Road 
was concerned that it was 
missing a significant part 
of the market due to the 
relatively high price and 
complexity of the sets. In 
November 1932 it introduced 
the No. 0 Aeroplane 
Constructor outfit. Priced 
at just 5s (25p), it was both 
cheaper and simpler than its 
predecessors and was aimed 
at younger children. This 
was a brand new design in 
all aspects and none of the 
parts were interchangeable 
with the bigger sets. Even 
the fixings were changed to 
6BA bolts with hexagonal 
nuts. Colour options available 
were; green and cream, red 
and cream and blue and 
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Rob Burman remembers the all-action 
company that ventured to the stars. 



G rowing up the Palitoy 
name didn’t really 
mean a great deal. 
In fact, the name 
on the packaging of 
numerous Star Wars or Action 
Man figures was hardly noticed as 
they were gleefully ripped open 
to snag the contents inside. Now, 
of course, I realise just how much 
infiuence the Palitoy name had on 
my formative years, as many of 
my favourite toys - particularly 
those based on Star Wars - were all 
made by the Leicestershire-based 
company. 

Nowadays, the Palitoy name 
is big business with collectors 
willing to pay large money for 
that all-important logo. Take 
the recent Star Wars auction at 
Vectis in which a Boba Fett figure 
sold for an incredible £18,000. In 
some ways it wasn’t the figure 
that people were paying for, it 
was the name on the blister pack 
because the Palitoy logo was 
slightly unusual compared to 
more common examples. Now 
auctioneers are crying out for 
those original Palitoy Star Wars 
figures because there simply 
aren’t enough to go around - once 
again another testament to the 
company’s infiuence. 

Before we move on to the 
history of Palitoy, it’s worth 
mentioning that interest in the 
company is still so high that urban 
legends about it are in abundance. 
One of the most engaging is that 
when the factory closed hundreds, 
if not thousands, of Star Wars 
figures were sent to landfill. 


Many have tried to pinpoint where 
that landfill might be, just in case the 
figures have somehow survived. Now, 
this may sound fanciful but a similar 
rumour did the rounds about Atari’s 
ET videogame, released in 1982. Atari 
had high hopes for the game, as it was 
based on the hugely popular Spielberg 
film, and manufactured five million 
cartridges - sadly only one and a half 
million were sold and the rest had 
to be sent to landfill. Incredibly the 
landfill site was located last year and 
1,300 of the original 700,000 cartridges 
were discovered, with others buried 
too deep to excavate. So, some urban 


celluloid toys to sell in its stores. 
In 1920 it placed orders for several 
Cascelloid items, including a toy 
windmill known as the Flitafast. A bit 
like Airfix, Cascelloid also produced 
hair slides, rattles, egg timers and 
other kitchen utensils... toys were just 
part of the business. 

Things were going well until a fire 
in September 1927, which destroyed 
the Britania Street factory, along with 
an entire stock of products and raw 
materials. Even worse, one worker 
was killed in the blaze. Despite this 
tragic set back a new factory was 
opened six months later in a new 


Throughout the ‘40s and ‘50s 
Cascelloid continued to add to its toy 
range and began producing push and 
pull-along toys, squeaky baby toys, 
model vehicles, fancy dress costumes, 
board games and even table tennis 
sets. However, it was really the mid 
1960s that saw the company rise to 
new levels, thanks to the introduction 
of the Tiny Tears doll in 1965 and then 
Action Man a year later. Now trading 
as Palitoy, the company fought off 
fierce competition from Lines Bros to 
acquire the production rights to create 
toys based on Hasbro’s exceptional GI 
Joe line of boy’s ‘dolls’. 


s \} 


Although Palitoy is best known for Action Man and Star Wars, the 

company's history dates back to 1919 when, at the age of just 18, it 

was founded by Leicestershire-born Alfred Pallet. • 

8 ’0 


legends are true... time to get your 
metal detectors out everyone! 

Although Palitoy is best known 
for Action Man and Star Wars, the 
company’s history dates back to 1919 
when, at the age of just 18, founder 
Alfred Pallet decided to set up a 
company to manufacture celluloid 
and plastic fancy goods, including a 
small amount of toys. Originally the 
firm was known as Cascelloid Limited 
and progress was exceptionally 
slow - in the first year it only made 
£90. Cascelloid’s first factory was 
based inside an old lodging house in 
Britania Street, Leicester. However, 
the company was saved - like so 
many early toy manufacturers - by 
Woolworth’s, who wanted cheap 


location: Cobden Street, Leicester. 
Once in the new premises, things 
progressed at a rapid pace and by 
1930 Cascelloid was employing 250 
people and manufactured products 
for Woolworth’s, Marks and Spencer, 
Boots, Rowntrees, Courtaulds 
and Huntley Palmer. Then in 1931 
Cascelloid became a subsidiary of 
British Xylonite Company Ltd. which 
specialised in plastic innovations - in 
fact, it was the first company to use 
injection-moulding to make products. 
By 1937 new premises had to be 
opened in Coalville on the site of a 
billiard/dance hall. That same year the 
‘Palitoy Playthings’ trademark began 
to be used on a new range of soft- 
bodied dolls. 


The story goes that Palitoy sales 
director Hal Belton bought his 
grandson a GI Joe figure during a trip 
to the States and, once he realised how 
much his grandson loved it, he quickly 
took the toy into work to show general 
manager Miles Fletcher. Initially there 
were concerns about whether boys 
should play with a ‘doll’ and, in fact, 
the term was banned when discussing 
the range. Despite this Action Man was 
launched in 1966 and, although at first 
they were just repackaged GI Joes, in 
the 1970s Palitoy began producing its 
own British-themed figures. 

In 1968 the Palitoy division was sold 
to American company General Mills 
Incorporated, which despite being a 
food company, had diversified into 


rein 
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ABOVE 

Some of Palitoy's best products were a series of 'talking' toys, like 
this Dalek and even a talking Batmobile. Pictures: Vectis. 


ABOVE 

From its humble beginnings, Palitoy went on to create a wide 
variety of different plastic toys. 


consumer products with the acquisition 
of Parker Bros, and Kenner. This link 
with Kenner led to one of the most 
important periods of Palitoy’s history 
and, after sub-licensing the Star Wars 
rights from Kenner, it began releasing 
Star Wars toys in 1978. By November 
1978 the company had grown to 1,000 
employees and sales topped £20 
million - the demand, in particular, for 
Star Wars products was phenomenal 
and initially the company struggled to 
keep up. 

In fact, this struggle to keep up with 
demand is now why so many collectors 
are keen to acquire those original 
Palitoy Star Wars toys because they 
simply weren’t produced in the same 
huge quantities as figures from the 
follow-up films. Movie legend states 
that most studios expected Star Wars 
to be a huge flop, so Kenner and 
Palitoy were understandably cautious 
about flooding the market with stock. 
George Lucas, on the other hand, was 
condident and made millions from the 
merchandising rights. 

However, despite this success, 
in the early 1980s General Mills’ 
passion for acquiring more and more 
companies proved to be its undoing. 
In 1981 Palitoy, Denys Fisher, Chad 
Valley and the recently acquired Airfix 
were all based at the Coalville factory 
and redundancies soon followed. The 
death knell for Palitoy sounded in 1984 
though when General Mills stopped all 
European production and the company 
switched from manufacturing to 
marketing/distributing for two years 
until its closure in 1986. More than 60 
years of the Leicester company was 
brought to an end but the name will 
live on for much longer. CG 


ABOVE 

Along with Action Man, the toy that helped propel Palitoy to 
stardom in the '60s was the Tiny Tears doll. 


ABOVE 

As well as manufacturing its own products, Palitoy imported 
numerous toys from America. 


ABOVE 

Palitoy experimented with numerous TV and film licenses, here you 
can see an Archie Andrews ventriloquist doll. 


ABOVE 

As smaller action figures became more popular, Palitoy launched 
the Action Force series of Action Man toys. 


ABOVE 

It's all in the name! This Boba Fett figure sold for £1 8,000 at Vectis 
Auctions because of the unusual Palitoy packaging. 


ABOVE 

Although Palitoy's Star Wars action figures have become famous, it 
made a huge selection of Star Wars-themed collectables. 
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This issue finds Alwyn Brice all at sea. 


I ’ve decided that the Gazette 
doesn’t tend to carry too 
much in the way of words 
on matters nautical - so this 
time around, I thought that 
I’d rectify the situation. So, our 
toy this month is revealed here 
in all its wooden glory. Yes, 
we’re used to see tinplate boats 
from Sutcliffe and the like, but 
here’s something rather more 
unusual and, like so many of the 
toys covered in this column, the 
potentially simple exterior hides 
some wonderful innovation. 

It’s a Dreadnought, although I 
should point out to any non-naval 
readers or historians that the 
term Dreadnought was first used 
in connection with battleships, 
way back in the early 1900s. If, 
however, you feel that you’ve 
come across a Dreadnought 
submarine, you’d also be right, 
for the first British nuclear 
submarine, confusingly, also 
bore that moniker. 

But I digress. The splendid toy 
that is pictured here represents 
yet again the ingenious thought 
processes that go on in the back 
rooms when it comes to toy 
development. The brief would 
have been simple: build and 
market a toy that could replicate 
the sinking of a battleship by a 
submarine. At the time, before 
the Great War, battleships 
were coming of age, whereas 
the submarine was only just 
beginning to show what it could 
do. But how on Earth would you 
create something that didn’t rely 
on a trusty Edwardian bathtub? 
Well, the table top provided the 
answer here. 

There’s no British company 
name mentioned on the box 
or inside: instead, it merely 
states “Made in England under 


Royalty”, together with a patent 
number. A dramatic lid bearing 
monochrome artwork explains it all 
but there are instructions inside, 
too. Essentially, this set comprises a 
wooden sub with a clutch of (wooden) 
torpedoes: push the torpedo into the 
tube and click down the hinged arm 
to secure it. Add the periscope and 
you’re ready to hunt. 

Your prey, the hapless battleship 
(which always loses, since it can’t 
defend itself!) is a bit more complex. 
First you need to set the mousetrap 
spring mechanism in the hull and 
insert the wooden dowel through 
the red hole on the ship’s side. Then 
you build up the ship by placing the 
wooden parts on the superstructure. 
That done, you can steam off across 
the table or carpet if you prefer an 
imaginary ocean. 

Of course, once your sub is primed, 
it’s merely a question of navigating 
to a favourable position, depressing 
the brass lever mounted over the 
hull and releasing the torpedo. If 
your aim is good, then this latter 
projectile strikes the dowel, which in 
turn impacts the spring, resulting in 
the battleship flying apart. Heaps of 
fun, it has to be said. 

This is a rare toy in my estimation, 
since I’ve only ever seen one other 
example in the UK. However, 
traverse the Pond and you’ll find the 
same thing made by A Schoehut of 
Philadelphia. Over there, in typical 
US style, there appears to be more 
of a choice and on the internet I’ve 
spotted one ship with two submarines 
(a sort of putative mini wolf pack!) 
and a bigger set, containing two 
ships (one with an impressively 
stepped superstructure and two 
weak points) along with a pair of 
subs. It’s annoying not knowing who 
made the UK version, though: can 
any reader assist, just write in to the 
usual Collectors Gazette address. CG 


, Dr^noughi WAR TOV * 





This is a great example of a toy doing exactly what it says on the box. But who made the 
UK version? 



Here are the many 
different wooden 
pieces for the ship 
and sub finished in 
battleship grey, of 
course. 



One away! A wooden torpedo heads towards its prey. All the fun of the sea, but without 
the need to actually get wet... 
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April 2015 Auction Dates 


Wednesday 15th - TV, Posters & Tinplate Sale 
Thursday 16th - General Toy Sale 
Friday 17th - Model Train Sale 
Tuesday 28th - Specialist Diecast Sale 
Wednesday 29th - Specialist Diecast Sale 
Thursday 30th - Specialist Sale 

Auctions Commence; 10.30am 

Vectis Auctions, Thornaby 

Viewing: 8.00am - 10.30am on the day of the sale 

Dates are correct at time of print but are subject to change 
piease check www.vectis.co.uk for updates 


Price Realised £17,000 -May 2013 



For more information regarding forthcoming sales 
visit the vectis website - All Vectis sales are Room Auctions 

Live internet bidding available at 

www.vectis.co.uk & www.mvaluable.com 


VECTIS AUCTIONS, FLECK WAY, THORNABY. TS17 9JZ 

TELEPHONE - 01642 750616 

Fax - 01642 769478 e-mail - admin@vectis.co.uk 


Vectis ■ The World’s Largest Toy Auction House 




AUCTIONEER LISTING... 


BEDFORDSHIRE 


■ W&H PEACOCK 
Bedford, Tel: 01 234 266 366 
toys@peacockauction.co.uk 
www.peacockauction.co.uk 



W8.H PEACOCK 

AliCnONIEKS V VALUtRS 


BERKSHIRE 


■ SPECIAL AUCTION SERVICES 
Greenham Business Park, Newbury 
Tel: 01 635 580595 
www.specialauctionservices.com 


SAS 


BRISTOL 


■ EAST BRISTOL AUCTIONS 
Hanham, Tel: 0177 967 1000 
info@eastbristol.co.uk 
www.eastbristol.co.uk 


'^EASTBRIST?^ 


COUNTY DURHAM 


■ VECTIS AUCTIONS LTD 
Thornaby, Stockton on Tees 
01642 750616 
www.vectis.co.uk 



COLLECTABLE TOY SPEQALISTS 


1 DORSET 1 

■ COTTEES AUCTION LTD 
Wareham, Tel: 01929 552826; 
www.cottees.co.uk 


•CotteeS- 

r4uAI>4M ItflT 

1 LINCOLNSHIRE I 


■ GOLDING, YOUNG & MAWER 
Bourne 01778 422686; 

Grantham 01476 5651 18; I 

Lincoln 01522 524984; | 

www.goldingyoung.com 


GOLDINGYOUNG 


LONDON 


■ BONHAMS AUCTIONEERS 
& VALUERS 

London and worldwide 

Leigh Gotch, Specialist: 020 8963 2839 

www.bonhams.com 


Bonhams 


SHROPSHIRE 


■ HALLS FINE ART 
Shrewsbury, Tel: 01743 450 700 
(ask for Fine Art); 
www.hallsgb.com/fine-art 


Halls 


SOMERSET 


■ GREENSLADE TAYLOR HUNT 
Taunton, Tel: 01823 332525; 
www.gth.net 



■ LAWRENCES AUCTIONEERS 

Crewkerne, Tel : 01 460 73041 LAW REN C E S 

www.lawrences.co.uk 


SUFFOLK 


■ LACY, SCOTT & KNIGHT 

Bury St Edmunds, Tel: 01284 748 623; 

www.lskauctioncentre.co.uk 


LACY SCOTT 

c KNIGHT 


SUSSEX 


■ WALLIS & WALLIS 

Lewes, Tel: 01 273 480208 ^^LUS .-_WALUS 

www.wallisandwallis.co.uk — — 


WARWICKSHIRE 


■ WARWICK & WARWICK 
Warwick, Tel: 01926 499031 
www.warwickandwarwick.com 



Warwick & Warwick 


1 WEST MIDLANDS I 

■ ASTON'S AUCTIONEERS 

Dudley, Tel: 01 384 931001 


1 Aston^s 

www.astonsauctloneers.co.uk 

■Auctioneers S; Vafuersl 

WILTSHIRE 

■ WESSEX AUCTION ROOMS 
Chippenham; Tel: 01249 720888 
www.wessexauctlonrooms.co.uk 


Wessex Auction Rooms 

WORCESTERSHIRE 

■ GRIFFITHS AND CHARLES 
Worcester; Tel: 01905 720160 
www.grlffiths-charles.co.uk 

GRIFFITHS 
& CHARLES 

YORKSHIRE 

■ SHEFFIELD AUCTION GALLERY 
Sheffield, Tel: 0114 281 6161 
www.sheffieldauctiongallery.com 

KheffieldAuctionGallery 

IraBlanriaue & fine art auctioneers & valuers ^ 

INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONEERS 

AMERICA 


■ LLOYD RALSTON GALLERY 
Shelton, CT 06484; 
203-924-5804 
lrgallery@sbcglobal.net 
www.lloydralstontoys.com 
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Auction of 
Toys 

20th May 2015 
2.30pm 
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coRciTOYS 


ENTRIES 
NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED 


Contact 

Stewart Orr 


Shveonracebook 


ToAD\/ERTlSEHEREW 
THE ME><T ISSUE PLEASE 
CALL CLAIRE Morris 
oH 01777 571177 


TRAIN & TOY AUCTION 

First Monday of the month 
antiquetoys.com.au 

Next auction: April 6th 

• Live bidding online 

• Absentee bidding by 
email, phone or fax 

TRAINS, PLANES & AUTOMOBILES 

"FI^OBABLY THB WORLP'S 
^- 0 = 0 ^^^ BEST ANTIQUE TOY SHOP" 


Wi 


TALLIS A. WALUS 

The Specfa/fst Auctioneers 

9 auctions every year -live'online with 

www.wallisandwallis.co.uk 


West Street Auction Galleries, Lewes, Sussex, BN7 2NJ 
Tel; +44 (0) 1 273 480208 • Fax; +44 (0) 1 273 476562 or email auctions@wallisandwallis.org 


&chaIu.es AUCTION SALE 


Saturday 18th April 2015: Sale commencing 10am 



All Sales subject to 15% + VAT buyer's premium (min £4+vat) Approx. 325 lots to be sold at 

Drakes Broughton Village Hall, Walcot Lone, Drakes Broughton, Worcester WR10 2AJ 

Approx 7 miles south of Worcester on the B4084 
Viewing; Friday 1 7th April 201 5 STRICTLY from 4pm to 7pm & from 8am on the morning of the sale. 

Auction Telephone enquiries on 01905 720160 Email : auctionsales@griffiths-charles.co.uk 
Catalogues £2 (£2 50 inc post) AUCTION SALE CATALOGUE at www.griffiths-charles.co.uk 
Office : 57 Foregate Street, Worcester, WR 1 1 DZ 
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PRICE GUIDE 

Expand your Dinky Toys knowledge with our special two-page price guide, plus East 
Bristol Auctions sells a range of TV and film collectables. 



◄■Britains Herald 
Series 423 

Confederate Cavalry 
Trooper from 
American Civil War, 
figure is near mint, 
with original packing 
tissue, early box is 
excellent, apart from 
small tear to one end 
nap. Sold for £30, C&T 
Auctions, January. 



◄■Britains 
Swoppets 
631 Cowboy 
Bank Robber 
Mounted, scarce 
later horse, with 
red/black issue 
box, in near mint 
boxed condition. 
Sold for £35, 

C&T Auctions, 
January. 



◄■Britains 
Swoppets 
638 Cowboy 
Resting 
Mounted, with 
orange/black 
issue box, in 
mint boxed 
condition. 

Sold for £30, 
C&T Auctions, 
January. 



I5tb (tight 


◄■Britains 1451 
Swoppet 15th 
Century Mounted 
Knight, charging 
with lance, on 
horse with saddle, 
reins, blanket, 
red lance, blue 
shield/red rose, 
mint condition, 
with second issue 
window box. 

Sold for £80, C&T 
Auctions, January. 




^Britains Herald Set 4401 Knights, five 
knights on foot, in window display box, 
mint boxed. Sold for £20, C&T Auctions, 
January. 



^Britains 4716 Scarce Farm Cottage, clip ^Britains Swoppets 640 Cowboy Prisoner 

together plastic model, in mint boxed Mounted, blue shirt, tan horse, in orange/black 

unmade condition, a super example. Sold for issue box, in mint boxed condition. Sold for £45, 

£140, C&T Auctions, January. C&T Auctions, January. 


■►Britains 1452 
Swoppet 15th 
Century Mounted 
Knight, attacking 
with sword, horse, 
saddle, reins, 
caparison, blue 
shield/red rose, 
in mint condition, 
with second issue 
window box. 

Sold for £90, C&T 
Auctions, January. 






^Britains 4720 Wild West Make Up Model 
Livery Stable/Farmyard Barn, clip together 
plastic building, with instructions and decals, in 
excellent condition (contents un-checked) box has 
slight wear. Sold for £90, C&T Auctions, January. 



TOY COLLECTORS PRICE GUIDE 2015 
ON SALE NOW! 

More than 1,300 toys listed 









Collectors Gazette • April 2015 » www.ccofgb.co.uk 



◄■Dinky Toys No. 
260 Royal Mail 
Van, in original 
yellow all-card 
picture box, 
which requires 
cleaning. Very 
good to near 
mint, box good 
to very good. 

Sold for £95, Lacy, 
Scott & Knight, 
February. 



4Dinky Toys No. 162 Ford Zephyr Saloon, in 
original all card yellow picture box, with correct 
colour spot. Very good condition, box very good. 
Sold for £75, Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 



4Dinky Toys No. 233 Cooper-Bristol Racing Car, 
racing number six with silver detailed grille, black 
base with 233 number, in original box. Very good 
to near mint, box good. Sold for £80, Lacy, Scott & 
Knight, February. 



4^Dinky Toys No. 131 Cadillac Eldorado, in original 
box with correct colour spot. Very good to near 
mint, box very good. Sold for £65, Lacy, Scott & 
Knight, February. 





<s>l 






4Dinky Toys No. 181 Volkswagen Saloon, in original 
all-card picture box, with correct colour spot. Near 
mint, box very good. Sold for £75, Lacy, Scott & 
Knight, February. 



◄■Dinky Toys 
No. 480 Bedford 
‘Kodak’ 
Delivery Van, 
in original all 
card picture 
box. Very good 
to near mint, 
box very good. 
Sold for £75, 
Lacy, Scott & 
Knight, February. 



4Dinky Toys No. 232 Alfa Romeo Racing Car, 
racing number eight with silver detailed grille, in 
original yellow card picture box, very good to near 
mint, box good. Sold for £130, Lacy, Scott & Knight, 
February. 


^Dinky Toys No. 230 Talbot Lago Racing Car, 
racing number four, silver detailed grille, one tyre 
is mis-shaped, in original box. Very good, box good. 
Sold for £110, Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 




4Dinky Toys No. 234 HWM Racing Car, racing 
number seven, silver detailed grille, in original box 
(signs of crushing). Very good, box good. Sold for 
£110, Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 


4 Dinky Toys No. 234 Ferrari Racing Car, racing 
number five, in original box. Good to very good, box 
good. Sold for £110, Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 



4 Dinky Toys No. 172 Studebaker Land Cruiser, in 
original box with correct colour spot. Very good to 
near mint, box good to very good. Sold for £65, Lacy, 
Scott & Knight, February. 




4 Dinky Toys No. 340 Land Rover, green interior, in 
original card box with incorrect green colour spot. 
Very good to near mint, box very good. Sold for £80, 
Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 



^Dinky Toys No. 107 Sunbeam Alpine Sports, racing 
number 34, windscreen apparent, some rubbing to 
one racing number transfer, in original box with 
correct colour spot. Very good, box good. Sold for 
£80, Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 


^Dinky Toys No. 157 Jaguar XK120, in original type 
three picture box, with correct colour spot. Very 
good to near mint, box good to very good. Sold for 
£130, Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 


4 Dinky Toys No. 254 Austin Taxi, in original 254 
all-card picture box with green colour spot. Near 
mint, box good to very good. Sold for £80, Lacy, Scott 
& Knight, February. 
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◄■Dinky Toys No. 261 
Telephone Service Van, 
white Post Office Telephones 
transfer, in original box, torn 
to one corner. Near mint, box 
good. Sold for £65, Lacy, Scott 
& Knight, February. 



4^Dinky Toys No. 415 Mechanical Horse and Open 
Wagon, in original box. Near mint, box very good. 
Sold for £45, Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 



dinktt®” 




^Dinky Toys No. 290 Double Decker Bus, with 
‘Dunlop the World’s Master Tyre’ livery, in original 
box with green colour spot. Sold for £60, Lacy, Scott 
& Knight, February. 



^Dinky Toys No. 972 Coles 20-ton Lorry Mounted 
Crane, original hook attached, in original box with 
two packing pieces. Very good, box very good. Sold 
for £60, Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 



4Dinky Toys No. 171 Hudson Commodore Sedan, in 
original all card type one box, some paint fiecks to 
box. Very good, box good. Sold for £80, Lacy, Scott & 
Knight, February. 



4 Dinky Toys No. 651 Centurion Tank, unperished 
black tracks, in original box. Very good to near 
mint, box very good. Sold for £40, Lacy, Scott & 
Knight, February. 





4Dinky Toys No. 153 Standard Vanguard Saloon, 
third type casting with Vanguard cast into roof, 
in original card box with blue colour spot. Near 
mint, box good. Sold for £110, Lacy, Scott & Knight, 
February. 


^Dinky Toys No. 255 Mersey Tunnel Police Van, 
‘Mersey Tunnel’ transfer to doors and police 
transfers above windscreen, boxed. Very good, box 
good. Sold for £50, Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 



4^Dinky Toys No. 982 Pullmore Car Transport with 
detachable loading ramp, no window glazing, in 
original box and card sleeve. Near mint, box very 
good. Sold for £80, Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 



4^Dinky Toys No. 106 Austin Atlantic Convertible 
A90, in original worn box with correct colour spot. 
Very good, tyres require cleaning, box good. Sold for 
£90, Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 



4^Dinky Toys No. 152 Austin Devon Saloon, late 
example with Devon cast into the underside of the 
roof, in original card box with correct colour spot. 
Sold for £260, Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 


4 Dinky Toys No. 154 Hillman Minx Saloon, second 
type casting, in original box with correct colour 
spot. Near mint, box good to very good. Sold for 
£280, Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 


4^Dinky Toys No. 156 Rover 75 Saloon, in original 
box with correct colour spot, some rubbing to roof. 
Very good to near mint, box very good. Sold for 
£340, Lacy, Scott & Knight, February. 
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4^ Lone Star Dan Dare Space Gun, made in 1950s, 
red colouring. Complete with reproduction box. 
Sold for £30, East Bristol Auctions, January. 



◄■Palitoy Doctor Who 
Talking K-9, 1978, 
in original box with 
disc and original 
inner packaging. Sold 
for £160, East Bristol 
Auctions, January. 



4 Corgi Toys No. 930 James Bond 007 Moonraker Drax 
Jet Ranger, in original box, appears unused, with 
original band still holding helicopter in box. Sold for £50, 
East Bristol Auctions, January. 



4Kenner MASK Meteor, 1980s, boxed, 
with action figure. Sold for £32, East Bristol 
Auctions, January. 



◄■Bandai 

Tamagotchi Cyber 
Pet, sealed in 
original packaging. 
Sold for £24, East 
Bristol Auctions, 
January. 


-► Knickerbocker 
Star Trek Soft 
Poseable Mr. 
Spock, 1979, 
in original 
packaging. Sold 
for £18, East 
Bristol Auctions, 
January. 




4Kenner MASK Stinger, 1980s, in original box. 
Sold for £34, East Bristol Auctions, January. 



4Kenner MASK Detonator, 1980s, appears 
complete with original box, including some 
interior packaging. Three figures. Sold for £34, 
East Bristol Auctions, January. 



4 Corgi Toys No. 266 Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, 
complete with all original figures and wings, 
unboxed. Sold for £40, East Bristol Auctions, 
January. 



◄■Corgi 
Toys No. 271 
James Bond 
007 Aston 
Martin DBS, 
complete in 
original box. 
Sold for £80, 
East Bristol 
Auctions, 
January. 



◄■Ideal Evel 
Knievel Stunt 
Cycle, in original 
box with two 
figures. Sold for 
£70, East Bristol 
Auctions, January. 



4Mattel Masters of the Universe He-Man Castle 
Grayskull, in original box, complete including 
interior pieces and instructions. Sold for £95, East 
Bristol Auctions, January. 



4Hasbro Transformers G1 Jetfire, with original box. 
Sold for £55, East Bristol Auctions, January. 



4Hasbro Transformers G1 Galvatron, in 
original box. Sold for £32, East Bristol Auctions, 
January. 



4 Corgi Toys No. 268 The Green Hornet Black 
Beauty, complete with spinning disc to rear 
and missile to front, unboxed. Sold for £38, East 
Bristol Auctions, January. 
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Gerry Anderson’s Fireball XL5 
proves a hit this issue, as eBay 
bidders also close in on a Britains 
tractor, Corgi diecast and some 
vintage tinplate toys. 





4 ^ Britains No. 171F Fordson Power Major Metal 
Wheeled Tractor, a very nice example of this brightly- 
coloured tractor with some slight shelf wear to the box. 
Ex shop stock. £970 (13 bids) 


4 ^ Corgi Toys GS21 Chipperfields Circus Crane, 
Scammell Cab & Menagerie Trailer Set, 100% 
complete and 100% original boasted the listing for this 
very clean example. £699.95 (Buy it Now) 


^ Corgi Toys GS40 The Avengers, another very nice 
Corgi Gift Set, this time inspired by the adventures of 
Steed and Emma Peel. In superb condition, complete 
with three original umbrellas. £601 (11 bids) 



4 Tri-ang Scalextric Super 124 Lotus Indianapolis 
Ref 24C-500 Ace GP, finished in 1/24 scale this 
delightful slot car had decals in pretty good condition 
and 'ok' tyres. £575 (three bids) 



4 Crescent Toys Atomic Jet Gun, no, don't worry, 
this doesn't shoot deadly rays of radiation, instead it's a 
water pistol based on the 'Hiller' Atom Ray Gun from the 
1940s. The box had some wear. £500 (one bid) 




-f Codeg Mechanical Dalek, these tinplate Daleks 
from Codeg are among the most sought after Doctor 
Who collectables. This example was in excellent working 
condition, with some faults. £489 (Buy it Now) 


4 ^ Lehmann No. 683 Halloh Motorcyclist, here's a 
bit of a 'fixer upper' because the motor didn't work on 
this vintage wind-up toy. Still, that didn't deter everyone 
and several bidders fancied a project. £1,030 (32 bids) 



^ Clifford Series FI Car Transporter, similar to 
the superb Corgi Ecurie Ecosse transporter, this equally 
impressive plastic version hailed from the 1950s and 
came with three cars. £490 (24 bids) 


^ Multiple Toy Makers Steve Zodiac's Fireball 
XL5 Space City Playset, made in 1964, it's rare to see 
this impressive large-scale toy in such amazing condition, 
let alone with the box. £1,435 (Best Offer) 
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On parade 

atSandown 

Atten-shun! Alwyn Brice takes a look at the military side of life at Europe's most popular toy fair. 



I f it’s a theme you’re 
after, then Sandown Park 
never disappoints. This 
time around I thought I 
would concentrate on military 
toys - and the choice was 
impressive indeed. Dealer 
and collector Dave Wallace 
admits to having around 5,000 
bus models at home, which is 
why he was disposing of his 
large tinplate Wells (or was 
it Mettoy?) searchlight lorry. 
This was battery powered 
with a fixed key and was, in 
his own words, taking up too 
much fioorspace. Beautifully 
lithographed in camouflage, 
the truck still retained its 
quota of servicemen (often 
AWOL) and he was hoping 
for around £385 - although 
he would have been happy to 
have taken it back home after 


the show... 

Brian Hartilll’s stock 
in trade is generally good 
boxed diecasts from the 
minor makers. However, on 
this occasion he did have a 
couple of lovely Crescent 
military models which I’d not 
come across before. The tank 
set, confusingly, comprised 
a simple Cruiser tank - 
would there have been more 
originally? Hard to know 
unless you’ve seen another 
example: his was for sale at 
£70. Even more interesting 
was the Mechanised Transport 
set that included a flak lorry 
towing what appeared to be 
a cannon from a previous 
century! A great example 
of stuffing any old thing into 
a box and retailing it, the 
cannon could even be made to 


fire. There were figures with 
this set, plus original tissue 
paper... £120, if you wanted it. 

The stunning Meccano 
seaplane on Andrew 
Woodhall’s booth, finished 
in cream and green, wasn’t 
quite military but was simply 
gorgeous: sporting Dutch 

insignia, it was boxed and was 
for sale at just under £1,000. 
For far less, £65 to be exact, 
you could have picked up a 
little glassed vignette of fiats, 
probably German, depicting 
four infantry and a mounted 
officer representing infantry 
of the line in the latter stages 
of the Napoleonic Wars. Well 
painted, the figures were set 
in a shallow frame with a 
suitable background; dealer 
Ken Simmonds reckoned it 
was of some age. 


While talking to Julian 
Ryder about his enormous 
(20 inches long) 1930s 
tinplate airship (called the 
Los Angeles and produced 
by the Buffalo Tool and Toy 
Company of New York), an 
elderly lady stopped and 
told me she recalled seeing 
something similar heading 
off to Germany when she’d 
lived on the English coast 
many, many years back. The 
toy was in splendid condition, 
containing wood and plastic 
parts too, and ran on a pull- 
and-release mechanism. 

At £495 it wasn’t cheap, 
though. 

Julian’s other toys 
included a warship building 
kit. This bore a German name 
(Schiffsbaukasten), which 
translates as a shipbuilding 


ABOVE Britains searchlight in 
superb condition with a selection 
of Johillco pilots, ready for the 
scramble. 


model: this example, though, 
dated from the pre-WW2 era, 
and came with instructions 


in Czech! To add to the 
confusion, there was a neat 
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LEFT Calling all stevedores! This 
kit would probably have required 
some head-scratching to assemble 
but luckily came with a photograph 
of the finished article. 


FAR RIGHT Well-painted flats, 
representing French Line infantry, 
had been treated to a simple 
backdrop and then encased in a 
shallow glazed frame. 

RIGHT From an altogether simpler 
age came these charming Cresent 
Toys boxed sets. It would be 
interesting to know if anything else 
was included with the tank (right). 



stamp inside the lid to say that 
it had been through the Bath 
Toy Exchange at some stage. 
A basic toy, in some respects, 
relying on the builder merely 
placing the wooden parts 
on top of one another, it 
nonetheless looked great 
when assembled: it was £120. 
I’ve seen similar ships from 
around that era, which also 
rely on this simple assembly 
process. 

Continuing the nautical 
theme, if the name Tremo 
rings a bell with you, then 
you’ll be of a certain age. 
Tremo was a big name in 
waterline ship models, which 
enjoyed huge popularity back 
in the 1930s and 1940s. This 
company also manufactured 
a tiny (just three, to my 
knowledge) range of aircraft, 
very much in keeping with the 
Dinky versions of that time. 
One was the Handley Page 
Harrow; there was a Bristol 
Blenheim - and there was the 
immortal Hawker Hurricane. 
One of these latter models 
was glimpsed at Sandown, 
still with propeller intact: this 
was priced at £25 and was of 
lead alloy composition. 

For something a little 
dangerous, you had to visit 
Steve Viccars’ stall. He had 
a very clean, large-scale 
matchstick-firing cannon of 
unknown manufacture for a 
tenner. Finished in gloss olive 
drab and sporting rather fat- 



tyred wheels, this all-tinplate 
example had a most definite 
American look and feel to it - 
and at the price, it must have 
been a bargain for someone. 

On to Alan Latham who, 
as ever, had a huge array of 
boxed diecast models. Among 
these were some French 
military Dinky toys, which 
tend to be highly regarded. 
His Wrecker Truck in olive 
green is a bit more common 
than the sand version and his 
fine example was priced at 
£200; for very similar money 
you could have plumped for 
the ever-popular Brockway 
Pontoon Bridge Layer, which 
offers a great deal of toy 
for one model. Moving on, I 
was soon on familiar ground 
with Britains, whose military 
output down the decades was 
prodigious. The company’s 
AA Searchlight, mounted on 
a trailer with a hand control 
to elevate and depress the 
light, is a great example of 
authenticity in my book: it’s 
not rare but the model I saw 
on a stand was just about 
mint, and with an excellent 
box. As such, it was probably 
worth haggling around the 
£85 asking price. Nearby, 
something totally different 
was a group of Johillco lead 
WW2 pilots: these were for 
sale at £7 each. 

Finally, a word with Ken 
Holmes, who specialises 
in military toys. His two 




man Lineol Morse/radio 
transmitter set was simply 
lovely (and functional) at £140: 
if you’d wanted to complete 
the outfit, then you’d have had 
to buy the tinplate transmitter 
lorry (Funkwagen?) that was 
retailed as a separate unit. 
This was truly stunning, with 
a similar unit located within 
the interior. However, at 
£1,850, it wasn’t perhaps on 
everyone’s shopping list... ■ 


LEFT A rare survivor? This 
diminutive Tremo Hurricane was 
probably overlooked by many at 
Sandown. 


Charming 
composition and 
tinplate Morse 
set and operators 
from Lineol: 
note the code 
sheet behind the 
figures. 


T 
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Motoring 


Ann Evans reports on another success for the 
Gaydon Toy and Collectors Fair. 


on 


W ith the next 
Gaydon Toy 
and Collectors 
Fair due to take 
place next month, now seemed 
like a perfect time to cast our 
mind back to the last event in 
November and wet weather 
didn’t damper the spirits of toy 
collectors who went along to 
the fair. The show, which has 
only been running for about 
a year is gradually building 
up a good reputation among 
traders and collectors, and 
show manager at the Heritage 
Motor Centre, Tom Caren is 
hoping that the Warwickshire 
location will continue to bring 
in more and more people as 
time goes on. 

Tom said: “We are delighted 
to welcome back the Toy 
and Collectors Fair which 
is incredibly popular with 
collectors of all ages. Visitors 
can buy, sell, exchange or 
value their vintage toys 
and collections, with prices 
starting from as little as a few 
pounds while rare items are 
expected to sell for hundreds.” 

This was the third toy fair 
held at Gaydon and over 100 
exhibitors from all over the 
UK were there show-casing 
a huge range of collectables. 
Everything from diecast 
and dolls to teddies and 
tinplate. With the location 
being upstairs at the fabulous 
Heritage Motor Museum with 
its vast collection of historical 
British cars, visitors to the fair 
could also buy a discounted 
ticket to explore the whole of 
the museum. The Gazette as 
ever, took a leisurely peruse 
of what treasures had been 
brought along and as usual 
wasn’t disappointed in finding 
some fascinating items. 

Sandra Fallon and her 
husband John from nearby 


Sutton Coldfield had a very 
varied stand with Tri-ang 
toys, dolls and teddies from 
different eras including a 
wonderful old 1920s antique 
doll with a composition body 
and bisque head on sale for 
£65. Another interesting 
toy that you don’t see every 
day was a Japanese battery 
operated Teddy the Champ 
Boxing Bear going for £263. 

“Because this is at the motor 
museum, we’ve brought along 
a lot of automobile models 
too,” said Sandra. “And so far 
today we are doing quite good 
for sales.” 

Next we headed along 
to Dave and Daphne 
Brackstone’s stand to see what 
gems from the 1950s and ‘60s 
they had brought along. We 
found a wonderful selection 
of children’s boxed games 
including blow football, made 
by Berwick Games and selling 
for £15; a Spears Little Flower 
Maker with a price tag of £12; 
and a Passmore self testing 
numbers board game for home 
and school, priced at £28 made 
by Robert Gibson and Sons, 
a company that was founded 
back in 1919. 

There were also robots - 
one cute little fellow that I 
had to buy carried a pencil, 
and when you sharpened 
your pencil in his tummy, it 
wound him up and he walked. 
A bargain for a fiver! And an 
original piece of memorabilia 
from the Addams Family - 
a boxed ‘The Thing’ priced 
at £45. And if batteries were 
still available for this toy, 
we would have been treated 
to the sight of a creepy hand 
crawling out of the box. But as 
you can no longer get the right 
sized batteries, we just had to 
imagine. 

An unusual stand was Mini 




TOP The Griffin-Taylor family from Cirencester admire Tracey Lippet's Mini Scenes. 


ABOVE LEFT TO RIGHT Tracey Lippet with some of her Mini Scenes; Derek Morrison selling off 
an old friend's items; Alan Bradley. Pictures: Rob Tysall. 


Scenes created by Tracey 
Lippet. These were dioramas 
which all told a story - a 
crashed spaceship, a wrecked 
mini in a barn, each one 
named, such as Take Me To 
Your Leader and Lost In The 
Woods. Intriguing stuff! 

“I blame my dad for 
this,” joked Tracey. “Since 
his retirement he has been 
making N gauge layouts 
and was itching to make me 
one. So I started making the 


scenery - rocks, mountains, 
roads, tracks and trees. Then 
I found I had lots of little bits 
of scenery left over, so started 
making my own Mini Scenes, 
utilising damaged diecast 
minis and all sorts of bits of 
polystyrene - you become a 
scavenger!” 

The Gazette then had an 
interesting chat with Marian 
Gradus who is originally from 
Poland. Marian specialises in 
customising model cars for 


individuals who want exact 
models of their own vehicles. 
His expertise in this has 
earned him some prestigious 
clients over the years, 
including HRH The Queen, 
Prince Charles and Princess 
Diana, Prince William and 
Kate and many other famous 
names. And he has the royal 
thank you letters to show for 
his efforts. 

His stand was almost like a 
lesson in European history, as 
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ABOVE Daphne Brackstone with some of her collectables. 



ABOVE Robot pencil sharpener. 



ABOVE Board games from the 1 950s. 


selling an elderly female 
friend’s collection as she had 
passed away. There were 
dolls and teddies, Paddington 
Bears, early Pelham puppets, 
Mickey’s Magic Kaleidoscopes 
and many other items. And 
nearby, Alan Bradley got 
traders hula-hula dancing 
as he showed the Gazette a 
musical Homer Simpson. 

Someone who was neither 
a collector or a model maker 
was Mark Trimble who 
explained that he was hoping 
to find a new owner for all 
the items which belonged to 
his late father, Victor. Mark 
had brought along a display 
of Dinky replica model 
aircraft construction kit 
parts that included propellers 
and wheels plus half-built 
aircraft in different scales 
and at different stages of 
construction. 


“My dad was an aircraft 
enthusiast. He was a keen 
collector and a former pilot. 
I’ve kept a few items and one 
or two finished aircraft, but 
I’m hoping that someone who 
is as keen as my dad will buy 
these.” 

Altogether a fascinating 
show, with organiser Tom 
Caren bringing together a 
very varied group of traders 
and enthusiasts and was 
pleased with how the day had 
gone. “We have had crowds 
through the door despite the 
weather,” said Tom. “From 
a traders’ point of view they 
seem to have had a good day. 
Of course it would be nice to 
get even more people coming 
along. Toy fairs are few and 
far between around this area 
and so the public are missing 
out if they don’t come to this 
fair.” ■ 


ABOVE The Thing! 


said Marian who is now retired 
from working at Aerospace 
and Automotive Products. 

He has been collecting since 
he was a boy of seven, and his 
collection includes all the East 
European cars manufactured 
- from the first to the latest 
in all the models. He is now 
very slowly starting to sell 
off his collection. Jokingly, he 
said, “I’ve made the decision 
to take life a little easier. My 
wife has told me I need to sell 
the collection or she will be 
putting it in a skip!” 

Other traders the Gazette 
chatted to included Ken 
Hopkin of Ashorne near 
Warwick who had been 
collecting since his early 
50s. He particularly likes 
old farm vehicles, and like 
many collectors, ended up 
with too much stuff. Trader 
Derek Morrison was also 


practically 
every car had a story behind 
it. There was a model of 
the car with figures that 
President John F Kennedy 
rode in on the tragic day of his 
assassination; John Lennon’s 
Rolls Royce - which he 
famously re-painted himself 
much to the annoyance of RR, 


who, allegedly, bought 
the car back off him 
and destroyed it! 
Marian’s model was a 
True Scale 1965 Rolls 
Royce in 1/42 scale 
and selling for £110. 
Marian then 

showed us a stretched 
Bentley limousine - the 
original of which was 
made for a plush hotel in 
Hong Kong with the purpose 
of ferrying people to and from 
the airport. He then chatted 
about Kruschev’s car which is 
based on the Buick and would 
have been used by Communist 
leaders; and Stalin’s limousine 
based on a Packard Touring 
car, which America sent to 
Russia in the 1930s. 

“With some small cosmetic 
modifications it was built 
as ZIL 110 and was used by 
Communist Russian leaders,” 




CALENDAR DATES 20 1 5 




THE STARS IN PERSON AT THE UKs LEADING COLLECTORS 


28 - 29 MARCH: NEWCASTLE FILM & COMIC CON 

WWW.NEWCASTLEFILMANDCOMICCON.COM METRO RADIO ARENA 

24 - 26 APRIL : CHEVRON 8.2 

WWW.MASSIVEEVENTS.CO.uk/CHEVRON82 RADISSON BLU hotel, HEATHROW, LONDON 

24 - 26 APRIL: SHERLOCKED 

WWW.SHERLOCKED.COM EXCEL LONDON 

2 - 4 MAY: PLAY EXPO BLACKPOOL 

WWW.PLAYEXPO.NET NORBRECK CASTLE EXHIBITION CENTRE 

30-31 MAY: FILM & COMIC CON MANCHESTER 

WWW.FILMANDCOMICCONMANCHESTER.COM MANCHESTER 

1 4 - 1 5 JUNE: COLLECTORMANIA 23 

WWW.COLLECTORMANIA.COM STADIUM:MK ARENA 

17-19 JULY: LONDON FILM & COMIC CON 

WWW.LONDONFILMANDCOMICCON.COM/SUMMER OLYMPIA 

15-16 AUGUST: FILM & COMIC CON SHEFFIELD 

WWW.SHEFFIELDFILMANDCOMICCON.COM MOTORPOINT ARENA 

22 - 23 AUGUST: FILM AND COMIC CON GLASGOW 

VVWW.FILMANDCOMICCONGLASGOW.COM BRAEHEAD ARENA 

29 - 30 AUGUST: FILM & COMIC CON BOURNEMOUTH 

WWW.BOURNEMOUTHFILMANDCOMICCON.COM BOURNEMOUTH INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 

11-13 SEPTEMBER: AUTOGRAPHICA 

WWW.AUTOGRAPHICA.COM RADISSON EDWARDIAN BLU HOTEL 

31 OCTOBER - I NOVEMBER: FILM & COMIC CON BELFAST 

WWW.BELFASTFILMANDCOMICCON.COM ODYSSEY ARENA 

31 OCTOBER - I NOVEMBER: HALLOWHEDON 7 

WWW.MASSIVEEVENTS.CO.uk/HALLOWHEDON7 RADISSON BLU HOTEL, HEATHROW, LONDON 


PUT YOURSELF IN THE PICTURE, WITH EXCLUSIVE PHOTO SHOOTS WITH THE STARS! 




THOUSANDS OF COLLECTIBLES 
UNDER ONE ROOF! 

HUNDREDS OF DEALERS SELLING A WIDE RANGE OF MEMORABILIA. FILM/TY COMO, 
CARDS. RETRO TOYS, POSTERS.AUTOGRAPHS, MODELS AND OTHER MERCHANDISE. 

009 

YOUR CHANCETO SELL TO THE THOUSANDS OF 
COLLECTORS WHO FLOCKTO OUR EVENTS! • 




' flc pra 

i 


For ticket enquiries please email shop@showmastersevents.com. For general and trader enquiries email info@showmastersevents.com or call 01908 671138 



:SHDWMASTERSEVENTS.COM 


r 
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EWEMTHama 


FAIRS 

21 MARCH 15 


• Cardiff, Film & Comic Con, 
Showmasters, 01908 671138 

• Hawkinge, SRP Toyfairs, 07739 
998012 

• Oswestry, Chris Dyer Fairs, 
01643 702757 or 07966 
694579 


22 MARCH 15 


Cardiff, Film & Comic Con, 
Showmasters, 01908 671138 
Devizes, Steven Clements Fairs 
Ltd, 01380 725322 
Doncaster, Barry Potter Fairs, 
01604 846688 

Ipswich, J & D Toyfairs, 07881 
555283 or 01953 861348 
Plymouth, Mr P Simmons, 
01752 846250 
Potters Bar, Peter Levinson 
0208 205 1518 


24 MARCH 15 


Tonbridge, SRP Toyfairs, 07739 
998012 


25 MARCH 15 


Petersfield, Steven Clements 
Fairs Ltd, 01380 725322 


28 MARCH 15 


London, Toy Soldier Show, 
Guideline Publications, 01908 
274433 

Merseyside, Hobbies & Model 
Railway Show, Barry Stockton, 
0151 334 3362 
Newcastle, Film & Comic Con 
Showmasters, 01 908 671 1 38 
Stoke-on-Trent, Tony Oakes, 
01270 652773 


29 MARCH 15 


Bristol, Bulldog Fairs, 

01373 452857 
Dartford, SRP Toyfairs, 

07739 998012 
Donington Park, Barry Potter 
Fairs, 01604 846688 
Eastleigh, Steven Clements 
Fairs Ltd, 01 380 725322 
Llanelli/Swansea, Chris Dyer 
Fairs, 01643 702757 or 07966 
694579 

Merseyside, Hobbies & Model 
Railway Show, Barry Stockton, 
0151 334 3362 
Newcastle, Film & Comic Con 
Showmasters, 01908 671138 
Seaford, Robert Horsecraft, 
01323 899879 


31 MARCH 15 


Garstang, Janet Pearson, 
01282 439009 


1 APRIL 15 


Fairs Online, Stop The Drop 
Auction, www.collectorsfair 
online.co.uk 

Fairs Online, Stop The Drop 
Auction, www.antiquefair 
online.co.uk 

Fairs Online, Stop The Drop 
Auction, www.toyandtrain 
faironline.co.uk 


2 APRIL 15 


• Theydon Bois, Joe Lock, 07866 
641215 


3 APRIL 15 


• Colchester, SRP Toyfairs, 07739 
998012 

• Eastbourne, Robert Horsecraft, 
01323 899879 

• Slough, Steven Clements Fairs 
Ltd, 01380 725322 

• Southport, Barry Stockton, 0151 
334 3362 


4 APRIL 15 


• Frodsham, Tony Oakes, 
01270 652773 

• Port Talbot, Sid Butler, 
01639 643352 


5 APRIL 15 


• Cirencester, Ronnie Davies, 
07708 385061 

• Falkirk, McLaren Models, 
01324 624102 

• Spalding, Colin Boor, 

07710 321471 

• Wallington, SRP Toyfairs, 
07739 998012 


6 APRIL 15 


• Bridgnorth, Tony Oakes, 
01270 652773 

• Huntingdon, J&J Fairs Ltd, 
01522 880383 


7 APRIL 15 


• Hey wood. Wheelbase Fairs Ltd, 
01 246 767876 or 07751 613640 


8 APRIL 15 


• Tunbridge Wells, C & T 

Auctioneers, 01737 555598 


11 APRIL 15 


• Cardiff, Chris Dyer Fairs, 01643 
702757 or 07966 694579 

• Nottingham, Malcolm Townsend, 
07951 072790 

• Rugby Vintage, Barry Potter 
Fairs, 01604 846688 


12 APRIL 15 


• Buxton, Barry Potter Fairs, 

01604 846688 

• Chipping Norton, Don Davidson, 
01608 641870 

• Kidderminster, Tony Oakes, 
01270 652773 

• Raleigh, SRP Toyfairs, 

07739 998012 

• Spalding, J&J Fairs Ltd, 

01522 880383 

• Wimborne, David Rees 

01 202 5901 58 or 01 202 6001 21 


14 APRIL 15 


• Elsecar, Wheelbase Fairs Ltd, 

01 246 767876 or 07751 613640 


16 APRIL 15 


• Salisbury, Steven Clements Fairs 
Ltd, 01380 725322 


17 APRIL 15 


• London, Showmasters, 01908 
671138 


18 APRIL 15 


• Chester, Tony Oakes, 01270 
652773 

• London, Showmasters, 01908 
671138 

• Maidstone, Maidstone Vintage 
Toyfair, 01622 298159 


19 APRIL 15 


• Brighton, SRP Toyfairs, 

07739 998012 

• Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Malcolm 
Townsend, 07951 072790 

• Leeds (Pudsey), Steel 
Promotions, 0161 283 1255 

• London, Showmasters, 

01908 671138 

• Bolton, Barry Potter Fairs, 
01604 846688 

• Shepton Mallet, Bulldog Fairs, 
01373 452857 


21 APRIL 15 


• Wootton Bassett, Steven 
Clements Fairs Ltd, 01380 
725322 


22 APRIL 15 


• Hoddesdon, Joe Lock, 
07866 641215 


24 APRIL 15 


• London, Showmasters, 
01908 671138 


25 APRIL 15 


• Horfield, Bristol Train Show, 
01934 838229 

• London, British Model Soldiers 
Society, 01895 832757 

• London, Showmasters, 

01908 671138 


26 APRIL 15 


• Carmarthen, Chris Dyer Fairs, 
01643 702757 or 07966 694579 

• Exeter, Bulldog Fairs, 

01373 452857 

• Gaydon, Heritage Motor Centre, 
01926 641188 

• Lincoln, J&J Fairs Ltd, 

01522 880383 

• London, Showmasters, 

01908 671138 

• Norwich, J & D Toyfairs, 07881 
555283 or 01953 861348 

• Orpington, SRP Toyfairs, 

07739 998012 

• Wirral, Barry Stockton, 

0151 334 3362 


28 APRIL 15 


• Garstang, Janet Pearson, 
01282 439009 


2 MAY 1 5 


• Beaconsfield, Peter Levinson, 
0208 205 1518 

• Blackpool, Showmasters, 

01908 671138 

• Brecon, Powys, Chris Dyer Fairs, 
01643 702757 or 07966 694579 

• Horsted Keynes, Joe Lock, 

07866 641215 

II 

• Blackpool, Showmasters, 

01908 671138 


Falkirk, McLaren Models, 
01324 624102 
Newton Abbot, Ray Heard, 
01 823 480097 
Worthing, SRP Toyfairs, 
07739 998012 


4 MAY 15 


Blackpool, Showmasters, 
01908 671138 
York, J&J Fairs Ltd, 

01522 880383 


5 MAY 15 


Tonbridge, SRP Toyfairs, 
07739 998012 


6 MAY 1 5 


South Croydon, Joe Lock, 
07866 641215 


8 MAY 1 5 


Alfreton, Malcolm Townsend, 
07951 072790 


9 MAY 15 


Crowborough, SRP Toyfairs, 
07739 998012 
Gateshead, Jim Corr, 0191 
4201893/075940 35955 


10 MAY 15 


Chelmsford, SRP Toyfairs, 
07739 998012 
Doncaster, Barry Potter Fairs, 
01 604 846688 
Holt, J & D Toyfairs, 07881 
555283 or 01953 861348 
Kempton Park Racecourse, 
RMToys, 023 9238 1529 
Potters Bar, Peter Levinson, 
0208 205 1518 
Walsall Wood, Transtar 
Promotions, 01922 643385 


12 MAY 15 


Rugby, Barry Potter Fairs, 
01 604 846688 


13 MAY 15 


• Burton-upon-Trent, Malcolm 
Townsend, 07951 072790 

• Hereford, Chris Dyer Fairs 
01643 702757 or 07966 694579 

• Oxford, Richard Atkins, 

01869 347489 

• Port Talbot, Sid Butler, 

01639 643352 

• Stoke-on-Trent, Tony Oakes, 
01270 652773 




21 MARCH 15 


• Newark, North gate 
Auction Rooms, 01636 
605905 


23 MARCH 15 


• Thornaby, Vectis, 
01642 750616 


24 MARCH 15 


• Thornaby, Vectis, 
01642 750616 


III I II I II — 

• Shrewsbury, Halls Fine Art, 
01743 450700 

• Thornaby, Vectis, 

01642 750616 


26 MARCH 15 


• Wareham, Cottees, 
01929 552826 


28 MARCH 1 5 


• Thornaby, Vectis, 
01642 750616 


6 APRIL 15 


• Internet Auction, Trains, Planes 
& Automobiles, +61 (0) 2 4787 
1590 


15 APRIL 15 


• Newbury, Special Auction 
Services, 01635 580595 

• Thornaby, Vectis, 

01642 750616 


16 APRIL 15 


• Newbury, Special Auction 
Services, 01635 580595 

• Thornaby, Vectis, 

01642 750616 


17 APRIL 15 


• Thornaby, Vectis, 
01642 750616 


18 APRIL 15 


• Worcester, Griffiths & Charles, 
01905 720160 


23 APRIL 15 


• Sheffield, Sheffield Auction 
Gallery, 0114 281 6161 


24 APRIL 15 


• Billinghurst, Bellmans, 
01403 700858 


25 APRIL 15 


• Bristol, East Bristol Auctions, 
0117 9671000 


28 APRIL 15 


• Thornaby, Vectis, 
01642 750616 


29 APRIL 15 


• Thornaby, Vectis, 
01642 750616 


30 APRIL 15 


• Thornaby, Vectis, 
01642 750616 


14 MAY 15 


• Newbury, Special Auction 
Services, 01635 580595 


New Toy Train 
and Collectors Fair 

Easter Sunday 5th April 

Bingham Hall, King Street, Cirencester GL7 IJT 
PLUS TOY AUCTION, early bird from Sam 

Booking ring 07708 385061 or 07900 266427 


























































EASTBOURNE 


Good Friday 3rd April 

Toy Collectors Fair 

East Dean Village Hall, East Dean (just off A259) 
East Sussex BN20 ODR 10.00am - 2.30pm 
Admission £1.40 • Under 12s Free 
Free parking • Refreshments 

V @01323 899879 , 


GARSTANG 


Tuesday 28th April 2015 

From 6.30pm 

Future date: 26th May 
KIRKLAND AND CATTERALL MEMORIAL 

HALL, PR3 OHR Corner A6 and A586 

Tel: 01282 439009 


^BRISTOL - TRAIN SHOW^ 

Featuring Trix and Hornby, layouts and sales. 

Saturday 25th April loam to 4pm 

Admission Adults £2 Under 12 s Free. 

Eden Grove Methodist Church Hall, 
Horfield, Bristol BS7 OPQ (also sat nav) 

■ Light refreshments available ■ Car parking near by 

For more details call Dave on 01934 838229 
Trade stall enquiries welcome! 


TOY & TRAIN COLLECTORS FAIRS 


PORT TALBOT SATURDAY 16th May Warn - 3pm 

The Princess Royal Theatre, Civic Centre, Port Talbot, SA13 1PJ 


Refreshments available 

BUY - SELL - EXCHANGE • Enquiries caii Sid Butier 01639 643352 


WIMBORNE 

Model Toys & Trains Collectors Fair 


Queen Elizabeth’s School, Blandford Road (B3082), 
Wimborne Minster, Dorset, BH21 4DT 


Sunday 12th April 2015 


10.15am - 3.00pm 
Large FREE Car Park and refreshments 


THEYDON BOIS 


Thursday 2nd April 7pm - 9pm 

Theydon Bois Village Hall, Coppice Row, 
Theydon Bois, Nr Epping, Essex CMl 6 7ER 
Admission: £1 


HODDESDON 

Wednesday 22nd April 7pm - 9pm 

Sheredes School, Cock Lane, 
Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire ENl 1 8JY 
Admission: £1 


SOUTH CROYDON 

Wednesday 6th May 6.30pm - 8.30pm 

St John's Community Hall, Upper Selsdon Road, 
Selsdon, South Croydon, CR2 8DD 
Admission: £1 


For more details please coll: 
07866 641215 


CHRIS DYER FAIRS 

TOY S, TRAIN FAIRS FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


IIANEIII 


Sunday 29th March 

10.30am-3pm 
Llangennech Community Centre, off Hendre 
Road, Llangennech, Nr Llanelli SA14 

[Admission £1 .95/Child or OAP £1 .501 


CARMARTHEN 

Sunday 2Bth April 

10.30am-3pm 
Carmarthen Leisure Centre, Liansteffan 
Johnstown, SA31 3NQ 

(Admission £1 .95/Child or OAP £1 .50) 



CARDIFF 

Saturday 11 th April 

10.30am-3pm 
Penarth Leisure Centre, 

Andrew Road, Cogan, Cardiff CF64 2NS 

[Admission £1 .95/Child or OAP £1 .50) 


RRECON 

Saturday 2nd May 

10.30am - 3pm 

Market Hall, Town Centre, Powys, 
Mid Wales L03 7LG 

[Admission £1 .95/Child or OAP £1 .50) 



Model Tractor and 
Construction 2015 

Spring Show - Sunday 5^*^ April 
10am until 3pm 


Springfields Exhibition Centre Spalding, Lincolnshire. PE12 GET 
Farnn toy collectors fair for nnodel tractor enthusiasts 
Books, Videos, Leaflets, Brochures and Vintage Tractor Supplies 
Vintage and Classic Tractor display 

Diorama Competition - Cash Prizes 

SHOW MODEL AVAILABLE ON THE DAY 
Entry: £4, accompanied children Free 

www.spaldingmodeltractor.com 

colinboor@btconnect.com 



Tel: 01643 702757 / 07066 604570 www.chrisdyerfairs.eom 


07710 321471 



WALLINGTON TOY FAIR 

EASTER SUNDAY 5TH APRIL lOam 2pm 

Phoenix Centre, Mollison Drive, Wallington, Surrey. SM6 9NZ 


• Parking on site for dealers 
Free unrestricted parking near venue for visitors 
Refreshments • 70+ stalls 



Dealer information: Set up from 8am, 6ft tables £25 
(can use your own table behind) 

Public information: Adults: £2 Children: Free 


Future dates: 1 6fh August and 1 3th December 



f- WEBB ■ 


WWW.) -jwebbtoyfairs.com 

01522 880383 


• WEBB ■ 


HUNTINGDON EASTER MONDAY 6TH APRIL 

Int. Indoor Arena, Kings Bush Centre, Wood Green Animal Shelters, London Rd, Godmonchester 
PE29 2NH. 1 Oom - 3pm » 230 tables » 6ft table £29 » Ad £3, Sen £2.50, 1 st Ch £2 

V y 

SPALDING SUNDAY 12TH APRIL 

Springfields Exhibition Centre, Camelgate, Spalding, Lines PEI 2 6ET 
1 0am - 3pm » 1 50 tables » 6ft table £28 » Ad £2.50, Sen £2, 1 st Ch £1 .50 


LINCOLNSHIRE SUNDAY 26TH APRIL 

The Exhibition Centre, Lincolnshire Showground, Lincoln, LN2 2NA 
1 Oom - 3pm » 200 tables » 6ft table £29 » Ad £2.50, Sen £2, 1 st Ch £1 .50 


YORK RACECOURSE BANK HOL MONDAY 4TH AAAY 

The Knavesmire Stand, York Racecourse, York Y023 1 EX 
1 0am - 2.30pm » 1 00 tables » 6ft table £28 » Ad £2.50, Sen £2, 1 st Ch £1 .50 

y 

LINCOLNSHIRE SUNDAY 7TH JUNE 

The Exhibition Centre, Lincolnshire Showground, Lincoln, LN2 2NA 
1 Oom - 3pm » 200 tables » 6ft table £29 » Ad £2.50, Sen £2, 1 st Ch £1 .50 


For bookings and further information please ryt O O O 

telephone Lorraine on our new number III ^ 00vl%30%? 

or email jandjfairs@hotmail.co.uk 






















23RD ALRESFORD FESTIVAL OF TOY TRAINS 

I SATURDAY 13TH JUNE 2015 

Perin's Community School, Alresford, Hampshire. S024 9BS 
|l 0.30am - 4.30pm - Early entry 9.00am Sales Hall £1 0.00 

Over 20 layouts inci Hornby 0 Gouge, Bowman Livesteom, Lone-Star 000, TRIX, Blue Pullman Display, Triong Big Big, 
Hornby Dublo 2 and 3 roil plus Wrenn, Tri-ong 00 Super 4, Triong TT, Lego, Hornby 00 Gouge, Tomy, Tinpote Monorails 

Adults £5.00, Child £3.00, Family 2-1-2 £14.00 DETAILS BOB LEGGETT 01962 733475 
Email: bob.leggett@tesco.net or visist www.alresford-toy-trains.org.uk 


LIVE MUSIC & REAL 
ALE, CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO LOCAL YOUTH 
GROUPS 


80+ SALES TABLES 
SELLING OLD AND 
NEW TOY TRAINS 
REFRESHMENTS 


East Anglia's Premier Toy Fairs 

J&D Toy & Train Fairs Sunday 26th April 

NORWICH, Lancaster Suite, Holiday Inn, Norwich Airport, NR6 6JA 
10.30am - 2.30pm. Tables £25 Public admission: £2.50, Children: Free 


For more details please contact John Parsonage 07881 555283 
or Dennis Payne 01953 861348 


TO THE BEST 
VINTAGE 
TOY SHOW 
IN KENT 


MINS WALK FROM 
TOWN CENTRE. 
MAIDSTONE WEST & EAST 
RAILWAY STATIONS. PARK 
AND RIDE SERVICE STOPS 
NEARBY. CLOSE TO MOTORWAYS 
M20 AND M2. LARGE ON-SITE 
CAR PARK (P&D). ALL DAY 
REFRESHMENTS 



PLENTY TO 
SEE ALL DAY 
■TOYS, TRAINS, DOLLS, 


TEDDY BEARS, MODELS 

& MORE. EURTHER 
INFORMATION 



THE WORLD FAMOUS N 

LEEDS (PUDSEY) TOY/TRAIN FAIR 

PUDSEY CIVIC HALL 

Dawson's Cornerr Stanningley Road,^ LS28 5TA 

SUNDAY 19TH APRIL 

10.00am until 3.00pm 

Buying and Selling Model Railways, Dinky, 

Matchbox, Lledo, Trains, Tin Plate and Much More! 

FLAT UNLOADING-CAFE-LICENSED BAR-SIGNPOSTED 

Future dates: 7fh June, 20th September and 1 3th December 



DITAIISAND 




STEEL PROMOTIONS 

TELI0I61 283 1255 OROI6] 766 2012 


OITAIISANI) 





SUNDAY 12TH APRIL 


Chipping Norton School 
(on A361 Oxfordshire) 


COLLECTORS 

TOY & TRAIN 

10.30am - 3.00pm 

www.chippytoys.co.uk 

Information + Bookings 
Don Davidson 01G08 G41870 



MERSEYSIDE HOBBIES 
& MODEL RAILWAY 
SHOW 

SAT. & SUN. 28th & 29th MARCH, 2015 

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE, 

Wallasey Village CH45 3LN - Admission: Adult £4.50 Child £1.00 
Open: Sat. 11 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. Sun. 10.30 a.m. to 4.00 p.m: 

SOUTHPORT 

GOOD FRIDAY, 3rd APRIL, 2015 

SPLASH WORLD, DUNES LEISURE CENTRE, 

Esplanade, PR8 1RX -10.30 a.m. to 3.0 p.m. 

UP TO 65 STANDS - Admission: Adults £1.50 Children 50p 

WIRRAL. 

SUNDAY, 26th APRIL, 2015 

HULME HALL, PORT SUNLIGHT, WIRRAL, 

CH62 SDH -10.30 a.m. to 3.0 p.m. 

UP TO 65 STANDS - Admission: Adults £1.50 Children 50p 


w wm a (MM mm 



STOKE-ON-TRENT ^ 

SATURDAY 28TH MARCH 10.30am - 2pm 

Fenton Community Centre, Manor Street, Fenton Stoke-on-Trent ST4 2PT 




FRODSHAM 

SATURDAY 4TH APRIL 10.30am - 2.30pm 

Frodshom Leisure Centre, Princeway, Frodshom, Cheshire, WA6 6RX 
• Free parking • Admission £2.00 







BRIDGNORTH 

EASTER MONDAY 6TH APRIL 10.30am - 3|im 

Bridgnorth Leisure Centre, High Town, Bridgnorth, WVl 6 4ER 

liSfe i KIDDERMINSTER 

^^^SUNDAY 1 2TH APRIL 10.30am - 2pm 

Gilt Edge Leisure Centre, Zortech Avenue, Kidderminster DYl 1 7DY 


CHESTER 

"The Collectors Favourite" 

SATURDAY 18TH APRIL 

1 0.00am - 3pm 

Northgote Arena, Victoria Road, Chester CH2 2AU 
• up to 1 50 tables • Admission £2.50 

For further details please call Tony Oakes on 0 7 270 652773 or 07825 63 7 323 


ENQUIRIES BARRY STOCKTON 
0151-334 3362 
www.barrystocktonfairs.co.uk 













SIGN UP TO THE 
COLLECTORS GAZETTE 
ENEUUSLETTER TODAY 


Packed with the latest news, 
competitions and special offers 


www.ccofgb.co.uk 

Q Visit the website above and click 
on the FREE enewsletter button. ^ 


TOY & TRAIN 
COLLECTORS FAIRS 


HEYW»»D TUESDAY 7TH APRIL 7.9pn 

Civic Centre, 3 Church Street, Heywood, Lancs OL10 1LW 

Easy to find from M62. Take A6046 Heywood/Middleton exit approx 2 miles 
on left. Admission £1 .50, Concessions/children £1 Early entry 4.30pm - £4 


ELSECAR TUESDAY 14TH APRIL t-ppn 

Milton Hall, Fitzwilliam Street, Elsecar, Barnsley, S74 8EZ 

(opposite Heritage Centre). Parking 150yds off Wentworth Street. 
Admission £1 .50, Concessions/children £1 Early entry 4.30pm - £4 

Buy sell or swap model cars, buses, trucks and trains etc. 

Bring your old toys for valuation from some of the UK's top dealers. 

Great fairs to visit with a friendly atmosphere. Refreshments available. 

• Tel: Brian 01246 767876 or 07751 613640 • wheelbasefairs@virginmedia.com 



Attention! 

The British Model 
Soldier Society’s 

80 th 
Anniversary 

SHOW 

Saturday ^th April 2015 

The Holiday Inn, Coram Street, 
London WC1N H-TT 
Doors open at 10.30am, 
(BMSS members lOam^ 
C0IVPEnT10NS,TFADESrANDS, 
mm ’N’ TAKE, DB/IONSmATIONS 
Admission £6 (BMSS members £5) 

Special Agincourt 
and Waterloo 
Competition Classes 

For show information, 
phone: 01895 832757 


Steven Clements Fairs 


PETERSFIELD Wednesday 25th March 

6.45pm - 8.45pm • Festival Hall Heath Road, GU31 4EA 

EASTLEIGH Sunday 29th March 

10.30am -3pm • Fleming Park Leisure Centre, Passfield Avenue S050 9NL j 

SLOUGH Good Friday 3rd April 

10.30am - 3pm • Conference Centre, Farnham Road, SL1 4UT 

SALISBURY Thursday 16th April 

6.45pm - 8.45pm • United Reform Church, Fisherton St. SP2 7RG. 

WOOnON BASSEn Tuesday 21st April 

6.30pm - 8.30pm • Memorial Hall, Station Road, SN4 7EE 

ALTON Sunday 17th May 

10.30am - 2pm • Alton Community Centre, Amery Road, GU34 1 HN 


Table and chair hire is also available for your event. Please email or call for a quote! 






\ 


Bristol Toy 8 Train Fair 

Sunday 29th March 10.30-3pm 

Abbeywood Community School, New Road, Stoke Gifford. 
BRISTOL. BS34 8SF 

Admission: £2.50. Early Bird from 08.30 £5.00 each 
Upto 80 Stalls. Children under 1 6 free with paying adult 
Free parking & Light refreshments 



Shepton Mallet Toy 
Collectors Fair 

Sunday 19th April 10.30-3pm 

Bath & West Showground, Shepton Mallet BA4 6QN 
Admission: £3.50. Early Bird from 08.30 £10.00 each 
Up to 300 Stalls. Children under 16 free with paying adult 
Free parking for 1000's of cars. Restaurant now open. 




Exeter Toy 8 Train Fair 

Sunday 26th April 2015 10.30-3pm 

Westpoint Arena, Clyst St Mary, EXETER. EX5 1DJ 
Admission: £3.50. Early Bird from 08.30 £10.00 each 
Upto 300 Stalls. Children under 16 free with paying adult 
Free parking for 1000's of cars. Restaurant now open. 

NEWSFLASH! Bakers Dolphin Travel will be running a coach 
servics to Exeter Westpoint for our fairs in January & April! 



Bulldog Fairs 01373 453857 or 07917 135041 

www.bulldogIairs.com 
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bsolete 



Our monthly gaze into the weird but wonderful world of 
collector/dealer Obsolete Oz. Buying and selling since the 
1970s, Oz has developed a great knack for unearthing some 
amazing finds from flea markets, antique fairs, car boot sales, 
rubbish skips and even the local tip. 


H i folks, it never 
ceases to amaze 
me how collecting 
often revives long 
lost memories. 
For example, my dear old 
grandfather never had a 
car and relied on public 
transport all his life. He also 
had an unusual name for the 
big green trolleybuses that 
rumbled past his house every 
twenty minutes or so back 
in the 1950s - he called them 
‘Tracklesses’. Not a word that 
you hear all that often these 
days, but to him and his pals a 
Trolleybus was always known 
as a Trackless. He could 
remember the days of the old 


Talking of unusual stuff I 
was really chuffed to find 
a super old Hudson’s Soap 
string tin several weeks back 
at an antique fair and I reckon 
it was a real bargain, despite 
the £85 price tag. I’ve seen 
these little beauties make 
more than twice that price in 
the past so I know it was well 
worth the money. The seller 
told me it had stood on the 
counter of a hardware shop in 
Bristol for decades. 

I have my eagle-eyed old 
pal The Ferret to thank for 
sifting out three scarce old 
diecast milk crates from a 
junk box at the Shepton Mallet 
Fleamarket. I knew instantly 


Daisy. This hilarious female 
comedy act entertained folk 
throughout the war years and 
I couldn’t believe my eyes 
when I looked on the back 
to see that the photo had a 
message on the back and was 
signed by Gert and Daisy... 
what a great find. I wonder 
what it’s worth? 

Very few diecast models 
came my way last month but 
I did manage to bag a really 
good Matchbox Yesteryear 
Y7 Four Ton Ley land Jacobs 
Biscuits Delivery Van for 
£45, which I thought was a 
super bargain. This was one 
of my great favourites of the 
original Yesteryear range 


The Ferret was more than happy to take a tenner off me for three diecast milk 
crates - he then took great pleasure in telling me that he'd only paid a quid for all 
three! Oh well, least he bought me a pint on the way home. 


electric trams, so when they 
dug up the tram lines retaining 
the old overhead electric cable 
system for the new-fangled 
ultra-modern trolleybuses 
it’s quite understandable 
how the term ‘Trackless’ was 
born. These memories were 
all revived recently when a 
friend offered me an enamel 
sign he’d had in his shed for 
decades. It read ‘RAILLESS 
STOP HERE’ and is a sign I’ve 
never come across before. 
I shelled out the forty quid 
he was asking for it without 
hesitation and stuck it up on 
the wall for the time being. 
It just proves that you never 
stop unearthing unusual stuff 
in this business. 


when I saw them in his hand 
that they were from the large 
scale Lesney Milk Float. It 
was a lucky find and very 
fortunate for me as I needed 
them for my own milk fioat. 
The Ferret was more than 
happy to take a tenner off 
me for them - he then took 
great pleasure in telling me 
that he’d only paid a quid for 
all three! Oh well, at least he 
bought me a pint on the way 
home! 

A few days later it was 
my turn to drop lucky while 
trawling through a suitcase of 
old photographs at an indoor 
boot sale. I noticed one photo 
had two familiar faces on it - it 
was none other than Gert and 


as toy vehicles carrying 
advertising were few and far 
between in the fifties. This 
was an early casting as it is 
finished in that lovely deep 
maroon colour. Pity it didn’t 
have black plastic wheels - 
now that would have been 
a fantastic find! In real life 
these vehicles were based 
on the Leyland RAF Heavy 
Tenders used during the Great 
War. 

On the selling front a 
Doodles the Clown enamel 
badge soon found a buyer 
willing to pay a tenner for 
it. Doodles was the resident 
clown at Blackpool Tower 
Circus between 1915 and 1944. 
He was actually a Scotsman 


called William Lauder 
McAllister and he brought 
laughter to the crowds for 
decades until he was replaced 
by another famous clown by 
the name of Charlie Cairoli 
after the war. These enamel 
badges, of which numerous 
variations are known, were 
sold as souvenirs to visitors 
to the Tower Circus until the 
outbreak of World War Two. 

A couple of old postcards 
from a pub called the 
Crooked House at Himley 
in Staffordshire made a 
fiver the pair and once again 
brought back fond memories. 
This is one of the weirdest 
pubs in the world where the 
fioors and walls seem to defy 
gravity. You can feel drunk 
in this place without touching 
a drop of alcohol! I’ve sunk a 
few pints there on my travels 
when I’ve been in the area. 
The crooked windows, walls 
and fioors were the result of 
mining subsidence creating a 
four foot drop from one end of 
the building to the other. 

A great little I-Spy spotter 
book also made a fiver. In my 
view this is the best of all the 
I-Spy books for the transport 
enthusiast as it shows a wide 
range of road vehicles from 
the 1950s. Talking of the 
fifties a super little Benbros 
bulldozer in a great box sold 
for £40 and a Merit Scammell 
Scarab also in fabulous 
condition was soon snapped up 
by a model railway enthusiast 
for fifteen quid. 

Well that’s about it for this 
month folks. Get ready for 
Easter and the re-start of all 
those lovely car boot sales... 
I can’t wait to get going 
again. CG 
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BELOW 

This Merit Scammell 
Scarab Mechanical 
Horse was sold to a 
keen model railway 
enthusiast for £15. 


This unusual 
'Railless' 
enamel bus 
stop sign had 
been kept in a 
shed for years. 
Oz was more 
than happy to 
hand over £40 
for it. 


REQUEST 

STOP 


U ltrili SCAMfVltil,. . GO 


This rare string tin was used in an old 
hardware shop in Bristol for many years. It 
cost Oz £85 and he reckons that's a bargain. 


This 
Matchbox 
Models of 
Yesteryear 
Y7 Leyland 
delivery van 
was surely 
well worth 
the £45 Oz 
paid for it? 


ABOVE 

A lucky find for The Ferret, these diecast milk crates 
were a fantastic buy for a mere £1 . Oz was happy to 
give him a quick profit. 


ABOVE 

This photograph of the famous sister 
comedy act Gert and Daisy was found to 
have been signed by the popular wartime 
stars of screen and radio. 


This Benbros 
Mighty Midget 
Bulldozer soon 
found a buyer 
willing to pay 
Oz's ticket t. 
price of £40. 


Sold for a tenner, this enamel Doodles the 
Clown pin brooch dates from the years 
prior to World War Two. 


ABOVE 

These two old postcards show the amazing 'Crooked House' 
at Himley where Oz has enjoyed a pint or three in the past. 

They sold for a fiver the pair. 


Full of interesting 
old vehicles from 
the 1950s this 
-Spy spotter book 
sold for a fiver. 


mrs OtRjDNlCLE^ l-SPY 


r niimiiT "^uTiniVi iii 


W&R.JIACOB&OI? 


COLLECTORS 


CHECK MATE 

With the forthcoming spring and summer booting season fast approaching 
make sure you check all possible avenues to see if the usual venues are 
operating normally. Local papers, free papers and the internet are excellent 
sources of information. Use the local library if you have to because it's all free 
there. Most importantly, check to see if there are any 'new' car boot sales in 
your area. Like everything else things can often change from one year to the 
next so it pays to keep yourself informed. As always... be lucky! 


C.^\ZF.TrK 
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GLASSmEDS 


RETAILERS 


DEVON 

EXETER ANTIQUE CENTRE on the 

Quay. Don't miss the first (or any!) 
instalment of an excellent lifetime's 
private collection of Dinky Toys 
(English & French), Corgi Toys, 
Spot-On Toys, Matchbox, Hot 
Wheels, Britains and Continental 
diecast toys, etc now being sold 
from Cabinet 7 at the Antique 
Centre on the Quay, Exeter, Devon, 
EX2 4AP. The collection includes rare 
and unusual items for sale. There is 
an eclectic mix of collectables at the 
centre and it is well worth a visit at 
any time. Open 7 days a week from 
10am to 5pm. A cafe is situated 
within the centre. Tel: Brian 01803 
865581 . www.exeterquay antiques. 
co.uk 

KINGSBRIDGE ANTIQUES & 
CRAFT CENTRE - Holiday in South 
Devon this year? Then why not 
visit Kingsbridge Antiques & Craft 
Centre on the corner of Church 
Street & Ebrington Street TQ7 
IDE, just 5 minutes walk from 
the Quay Car Park and the Bus 
Station. An ever changing stock of 
Antiques & Collectables including 
Toys & Models, Books & Militaria. 
Open Monday to Saturday. Tel: 
01548 856002 Website: www. 
kingsbridgeantiques.co.uk 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE TOYMART 


Buying and selling obsolete Corgi, 
Dinky, Railways, toys and Tinplate 
etc. • Tewkesbury Antiques Centre, 
Tolsey Lane, Tewkesbury, GL20 5AE 
Open 7 days. • Stuff Collectors 
Centre, Lansdowne Chambers, 18 
Newerne Street, Lydney, GL15 5RF. 
Open 7 days. Telephone: 07973 
768452. Email: toymart@fsnriail.net 

DAVE'S CLASSIC TOYS Trading at 
various Toy Fairs throughout Bristol 
and Avon. A good stock of obsolete, 
nearly new and latest items. I buy, sell 
and exchange. Good prices offered. 
Dave 01275 848895. email: david. 
grounsell@sky.com. Also at shop 
U2 - 19 Gloucester Antiques Centre, 
Gloucester Retail Park, Gloucester, 
GL1 5FF. 

KENT 

COSMIC CART WHEELS Buying and 
selling. Collectable toys old and new 
(Dinky, Corgi, Britains, Hornby, Star 
Wars, Transformers, Doctor Who, 
Marvel, etc). Retro computer games 
(Nintendo, Sega, Playstation, etc). 
Other memorabilia (football shirts, 
comics, Mario, Sonic, transport 
related, TV & Film related, board 
games etc). Play nostalgia from 
generation to generation. Browsers 
welcome. Cosmic Cart Wheels, 103 
Camden Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, 
TNI 2QR (4 minutes walk Victoria 
Centre) Tel: (mob) 07779 210531 • Ask 
for Dave. Email: cosmiccartwheels® 
btinternet.com Normal hours: 


Tuesday-Saturday 1 1 am-5pm. 
Please check in advance if making 
a special journey. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

GRA'S MODELS Corgi Gold Star 
Stockist. Many Corgi items stocked 
from the last five years, also other 
well known new and S/H brands 
stocked. 65 Scotsgate, Stamford, 
Lines, PE9 2YB. Tel: 01780 751826. 
Fax: 01780 751826 

LONDON 

COLLECTOR NEEDS information on 
Scottish pin-up model Jane Paul (other 
names Cathy Lovatt/Cathy McEwan). 
Modelled for Beautiful Britons, Spick 
Span, Spick and Span Extra, photo 
sessions September to October 1964. 
A gorgeous red head from Aberdeen 
or Glasgow. What else did Jane Paul 
do? Actress? Clothes model? Tel: 
07982 263802 

ENGINE 'N' TENDER Established 
1957 all secondhand Model Railways, 
Scalextric, Dinky, Corgi, Spot-On, 
Minic, Lesney, Britains, etc. Open 
Thursday to Saturday 12-5.30. 
Contact: J M Buttigieg, 19 Spring 
Lane, Woodside Green, London SE25 
4SP. Tel: 020 8654 0386 

iUlANCHESTER 

MOONWALK COLLECTABLES 

were established in 1994. Buy, sell, 
trade Star Wars collectables. Free 
collection nationwide. Specialising 


in Star wars quad posters and also 
high end star wars memorabilia & 
collectables, dealing with action 
figures, trading cards, books, 
comics and other misc. collectables. 
Viewing by appointment only. 
Large Knowledge on all aspects 
of Star wars collectables and 
memorabilia. We sell to trade and 
public. Tel: 01204 403640 or 07788 
407312 Email: moonwalkcollect 
ables@yahoo.co.uk or www.moon 
walkcollectables.com 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

MY OLD Toybox For collectable 
diecast and kits. Matchbox, Dinky, 
Corgi, Action Man, Star Wars, sci-fi, 
Subbuteo, etc. The Old Toybox, 
Unit 14, Smithfield Market, Belfast 
BT1 1JE. Tel: 07719 100483 Email: 
james1gilliland@hotmail.com www. 
myoldtoyboxbelfast.co.uk 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

THE TUTBURY JINNY We buy 

and sell new and second-hand 
Model Railways including 
Hornby, Wrenn, Triang, Marklin, 
Bachmann, Lima, Dapol, Farish, 
LGB, etc. Contact: Barry Tutbury, 
Mill Mews, Lower High Street, 
Tutbury, Nr. Burton-upon-Trent. Tel: 
01283 814777 

WALES 

COLWYN BAY - Clwyd Models 
Second hand Model Railways, 
Books, Videos, Diecast etc bought 


& sold. Open Times: Thurs, Fri, 
Sat only lOam-lpm & 2pm-5pm. 
447 Abergele Rd, Old Colwyn, 
Conwy. Tel: 01492 518709 Email: 
clwydmodels@ tiscali.co.uk 

WEST iUIIDLANDS 

SPRiNGHILL MODELS and 

Cards Stockists of Corgi, C.M.C, 
Minichamps, 1X0, Base Toys, 
Classix, Oxford Diecast, Kyosho 
and others. Contact: Pete 
Skilton, 4 Springhill Lane, Penn, 
Wolverhampton, W/ Mids, WV4 
4SH. Tel: 01902 341302 Web: 
www.springhillmodels.co.uk 
Email: pete@springhillmodels. 

co.uk 

REWIND VINTAGE TOYS. We deal 
in Vintage toys from 1960's 70's 80's 
from action figures/TV/sci-fiction 
toys, vintage/modern die-cast. Unit 
68, Wolverhampton Indoor Market, 
WV3 OSF. Open Tues, Weds, Fri, Sat 
9am-4pm. Call:07969 050421 . Web: 
www.rewind-vintage-toys.co.uk 

YORKSHIRE 

DALESMAN DIECAST Vast range 
of diecast models available, many 
at discounted prices. Collections 
and unwanted stock purchased 
for cash. Contact: Ken Hartshorne, 
Victoria Rd, Guiseley, Leeds, LS20 
8DG Tel: 01943 873420 Email: 
info@dalesmandiecast.co.uk 
www.dalesmandiecast.co.uk 


SALES 8 EXCHANGE 




PLASTIC MODEL KITS 

wanted, built and unbuilt, any 
quantity especially large 
collections. Will collect and 
pay cash. Tel: 01202 976974 
(Dorset) or Mobile 07901 
890461. 


WANTED - VINTAGE 
FIREWORK Collector, Do 
not light the blue touch paper 
and burn British Heritage, 
private collector will pay cash 
and collect from anywhere, 
licensed explosive storage, 
call Tony on 07956 506300 


ORIGINAL ARTWORK 

wanted as used for boxes 
and advertising. Also comic 
and book artwork please 
offer any interesting items. 

toysandhobbies@btinternet. 
com or 07962 251397 


COLLECTION OF DINKY, 

Corgi and other diecast cars, 
lorries and tractors etc, any 
condition, large or small 
collections, anything 

considered. Tel: 01264 
773018 or 07860 629009 
(Hants) 


FOR SALE 


JAMES BOND, 1960's Lone 
Star Diecast toy cap repeater 
pistol and silencer in unused 
condition. Complete with 
original box (box slightly 
damaged). £199 ONO. 07871 
300356 or graham. shawl 27@ 
hotmail.co.uk 


MISC 


BRITISH WRESTLERS 

were great weren't they? Fan 
clubs are pretty good too. 
Ours takes some beating. 
Join us! Send SAE: British 
Wrestlers Fanclub, Flat 420, 
City House, 131 Friargate 
Preston, PR1 2EF 


TOY COLLECTORS 
PRICE guide™ 



Toy Collectors 
Price Guide 2015 


OUT NOW! 


7 only' 

-- 16.991 

V A 


On sale now at 
www.ccofgb.co.uk and 
at all WHSmIth stores 
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Photocopies of this form are acceptable. 






Great Fairs to Be At - Great Fairs to Bwy AtV^ 



DONINGTON - IT’S TOO BIG TO MISS 


DONINGTON PARK 

SUNDAY 29TH MARCH 1030am - 3pm 

DONINGTON EXHIBITION CENTRE, DONINGTON PARK RACING CIRCUIT, 

NR DERBY, DE74 2RP 

Just off junctions 23a or 24 of the Ml motorway. Free parking for thousands of cars. 
Early Bird Entry from Sam £10. Adults £5, Senior Citizens £4.50, Children £2 



RUGBY VINTAGE 

SATURDAyilTH APRIL 10.30am-3pm 


A MUST FOR COLLECTORS OF OLD TOYS 


THE BENN HALL, NEWBOLD ROAD, RUGBY, CV21 2LN. 

The Benn Hall is located on the main road coming into Rugby from the M1 or M6 
motorways, at the top of the hill, just past the police station. 

100 Stalls full of old toys, trains and models. 

Early Bird Entry from Bam, £7. Adults £3«50, Seniors £3, Children £1 



BUXTON 

SUNDAP 12TH APRIL 10.30am - 3pm 

THE OCTAGON HALL, PAVILION GARDENS, ST. JOHN’S ROAD, BUXTON, SKI 7 
Early Bird Entry from Sam £5. Adults £2.50, Seniors £2, Children £1 

ENJOY A GREAT DAY OUT IN 
BEAUTIFUL BUXTON 



MACRON STADIUM 


SUNDAY 19TH APRIL 10.30am - 3pm 

THE PREMIER SUITE, A4ACRON STADIUM, NORWICH, NR. BOLTON, BL6 6SF. 

Only 500 yards from junction 6 of the M61 motorway. Free Parking for thousands 
of cars.Horwich Parkway Railway Station is just 100 yards from the Stadium 
Early Bird Entry from Sam £7. Adults £3.50, Senior Citizens £3, Children £1 


THE BIG ONE IN THE NORTH WEST 


www.bpfairs.com Tel: 01604 846688 / 07966 527177 


Selling Your Toys & Models? 





Hornfay 


OUBLO 


Warwick and Warwick have an expanding requirement for toys and model 
collections, British and worldwide and for diecast models, trains/ train sets, model 
soldiers and toys of individual value. Our customer base is increasing dramatically 
and we need an ever larger supply of quality material to keep pace with demand. 
The market has never been stronger and if you are considering the sale of your 
collection, now is the time to act. 


Free Transportation 

We can arrange insured transportation of your collection to 
our Warwick offices completely free of charge. If you decline 
our offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs only. 


Free Visits 

Visits by our valuers are possible anywhere in the country or abroad, 
usually within 48 hours, in order to value larger collections. 

Please telephone for details. 

Advisory Days 

We are staging a series of advisory days and will be visiting 
the following towns within the next few weeks, 

Wigan, Haydock, Cambridge, Newmarket, St. Andrews, 

Kirkcaldy, Dunfermline, Swindon, Tamworth, Shrewsbury, 
Sittingbourne, Henley on Thames, Bedford, Mansfield, Midhurst, 
Bognor Regis, Isle of Man, Bath and Stoke on Trent. 

Please visit our website or telephone for further details. 


Free Valuations 

We will provide a free, professional and without obligation valuation of 
your collection. Either we will make you a fair, binding private treaty 
offer, or we will recommend inclusion of your property in our next 
specialist public auction. 


Excellent Prices 

Because of the strength of our customer base 
we are in a position to offer prices that we feel 
sure will exceed your expectations. 


Act Now 

Telephone or email Richard Beale 
today with details of your property. 


Warwick & Warwick Ltd. 
Auctioneers and Valuers 
Chalon House, Scar Bank, Millers Road, 
Warwick CV34 5DB 
Tel: 01926 499031 Fax: 01926 491906 
E-mail: richard.beale@warwickandwarwick.com 



Warwick &Warwick 


www.warwickandwarwick.com 



